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DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
 
On February 11-14, 2008, I had the opportunity 
to travel to Indianapolis to attend the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance (BJA) Midwest Regional, 
along with two staff members.  There were sev-
eral worthwhile sessions available for those who 
attended the conference. 
 
Some of these sessions included workshops on 
grants management, performance measures, pro-
gram management, intelligence lead policing, 
tools to promote community and officer safety 
and specialized law enforcement responses to 
incidents involving individuals with mental ill-
ness and school and campus safety.  Opening our 
regional meeting as keynote speaker was BJA 
Director Domingo S. Herraiz. 
 
During his speech, he encouraged all state repre-
sentatives to ensure accountability regarding any 
funding, because it is taxpayers money. With 
regards to the Byrne grant, Director Herraiz’s 
only remark was to provide a funding history of 
the grant and how it has been reduced for FY-08. 
In addition, as Nebraska’s recognized State Ad-
ministering Agency (SAA), I attended an after-
noon session with other SAA’s from the Midwest 
region. 
 
The National Criminal Justice Association 
(NCJA) representative updated our group on the 
proposed ‘War Supplemental Appropriation 
Bill,’ which has a plan in motion to add Byrne 
monies to the Bill, which has strong support in 
the Senate. 
 
As Director Herraiz noted in his keynote speech, 
“In today’s society, money is difficult to come by 
and a budget crisis is reality.” In our own state, 
the Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advisory 
Board has lowered its forecast of net General 

Fund tax receipts by $126 million for fiscal years 
2007-08 and 2008-09. As Executive Director, I 
have taken two steps to reduce spending at the 
Crime Commission. First, two vacancies will not 
be filled and second, out of state and in-state 
travel is restricted to those trips which are critical 
to completing our mission. 
 
In closing, I will use Director Herraiz’s words, 
“As state representatives, we must ensure account-
ability regarding funding, because it is taxpayers 
money.”  
 

~ Michael E. Behm, Executive Director 
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2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
 

Following are some of the legislative bills intro-
duced during the 2008 Legislature which affect 
the criminal justice system in Nebraska: 
 
Note:  The unicameral website address is 
www.nebraskalegislature.gov and information on 
all bills introduced in 2008 can be found on that 
website. 
 
LB 812 (Kruse) - Provides for primary enforce-
ment of seat belt laws.  Current statutes limit en-
forcement to secondary actions only. 
 
LB 932 (Ashford) - Creates the Aging Prison 
Population Task Force (16 members).  The task 
force shall conduct a preliminary investigation of 
aging inmates in Nebraska and an assessment of 
the issues associated with persons age 50 years or 
older in the custody of Nebraska correctional in-
stitutions. 
 
LB 943 (Pedersen) - Allows the Department of 
Motor Vehicles to release driver’s license photos 
to parole and probation officers. 



 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

with the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court as 
the chairperson.  The advisory board shall moni-
tor the operation, professionalism, and success of 
the Office of Adult Probation and Parole Services 
and its employees and ensure open lines of com-
munication between the Department of Correc-
tional Services and the judiciary. 
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LB 958 (Ashford) - Assuming the Judiciary 
Committee’s pending amendment is adopted, LB 
958 creates the Assault Weapons Commission (7 
members).  The commission shall create a defini-
tion of assault weapons and compile a list of 
weapons which meet this definition.  The pur-
pose of the list is to provide the Legislature  with 
information regarding whether such assault 
weapons should be illegal in this state.  The com-
mission shall provide the list in a report to the 
Legislature and shall also recommend appropri-
ate enforcement penalties and procedures. 
 
LB 1043 (Aguilar) - Known as the Security Ser-
vices Act.  Beginning October 1, 2008 it requires 
armed and unarmed security guards and contract 
security companies to be licensed and provides 
qualifications and procedures for licensure.  The 
Crime Commission is assigned to administer the 
act and establish rules and regulations.  The 
Commission issues the licenses.  Licenses are 
issued for three years and may be renewed.  Li-
cense fees are specified in the bill.  Before a li-
cense is issued, criminal history checks are per-
formed by the State Patrol and fingerprints are 
checked by the FBI.  Armed guards are required 
to have a handgun permit and receive handgun 
training.  The Executive Director of the Crime 
Commission may cancel, suspend, revoke, or 
refuse to renew a license for failure to comply 
with the act.  A Security Services Advisory 
Council (6 members, appointed by the Governor) 
is created to serve in an advisory capacity to the 
Crime Commission’s Executive Director.  LB 
1043 also requires that security guard uniforms 
must be clearly different from those worn by lo-
cal law enforcement or the State Patrol. 
 
LB 1130 (Synowiecki, Pedersen) - Known as the 
Adult Probation and Parole Services Act.  Cre-
ates a new office within the Department of Cor-
rections to replace the Office of Parole Admini-
stration.  The new office is known as the Office 
of Adult Probation and Parole Services. 
 
The supervision of adult probationers is trans-
ferred from the Office of Probation Administra-
tion to the new Office of Adult Probation and 
Parole Services on July 1, 2009.  A Probation and 
Parole Advisory Board is created (6 members) 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE VIDEO LIBRARY 
 
The following videos have been added to the li-
brary and are available for loan: 
 
ADVANCED INVESTIGATIONS OF 
MYSPACE.COM AND OTHER SOCIAL 
NETWORKING SITES (DVD) 
46 Minutes Omni Publishing: 2007         AD 
 
This program contains a presentation by Sgt. 
Corey McDonald, an officer from New Hamp-
shire, who has experience in investigations of 
social networking sites.  Segments include: 1) 
investigative purposes, 2) the dangers of 
myspace.com (e.g. cyber-bullying), 3) parents 
can be liable for what their kids post online, 4) 
first investigative steps and possible tools, 5) 
popular sites, including descriptions of Facebook, 
Gizmo, CraigsList, and MySpace, 6) open site 
and closed site considerations, and 7) introducing 
MySpace evidence in court. 
 
HAND TO HAND COMBAT FOR POLICE 
(DVD) 
105 Minutes       Loti Productions: 2003         AD 
 
A police officer involved in a hand to hand strug-
gle is a serious situation and the potential for le-
thal force on either side is always present.  This 
program contains 13 short segments that demon-
strate 1) angles, 2) center of gravity, 3) elbow 
and knee strikes, 4) open hand strikes, 5) wrist 
holds, 6) wrist locks, 7) wrist lock counters, 8) 
pressure points, 9) handcuff kneeling, 10) hand-
cuff prone, 11) two officer handcuffing, 12) 
weapon retention, and 13) counter moves.  The 
instructor is C.J. Caracci. 
 
 
 
 



 

  

TROLLEY SQUARE: THE NIGHT RAPID 
RESPONSE WORKED (DVD) 
41 Minutes In the Line of Duty: 2007      AD 
 
This video documents an incident in Trolley 
Square, a shopping mall in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
An 18 year old male, armed with a shotgun and a 
pistol, opened fire on shoppers in the mall.  Ama-
teur video of the incident is included in the pro-
gram.  An off-duty cop was the first to respond, 
followed by an on-duty officer, and later by a 
SWAT team.  Shots were exchanged, and the 
shooter was killed by the SWAT team.  The final 
result was five people killed, and four injured.  
None of the police officers were injured.  The 
shooter continued to return fire for several sec-
onds even after he had sustained gunshot wounds 
to his chest.  The video includes interviews with 
the officers who responded and “lessons 
learned.” 
 
PRESERVING DIGITAL EVIDENCE FOR 
COURT (DVD) 
54 Minutes Omni Publishing: 2007         AD 
 
This program contains a presentation by Sgt. An-
drew Obushowski, a Massachusetts police officer 
with experience in computer crime investiga-
tions.  Topics covered include internet basics, 
instant messaging and file sharing, email investi-
gations, recording email evidence, subpoenas and 
search warrants, and crime scene processing.  
This is an excellent video for general knowledge 
purposes. 
 
OFFENDER RE-ENTRY: A POLICE     
PERSPECTIVE (DVD) 
8 Min.  Bureau of Justice Assistance: 2007    AD 
 
This program profiles the Offender Re-entry Pro-
ject in Racine, Wisconsin, which is designed to 
enhance law enforcement’s role in offender re-
entry initiatives.  A core committee was estab-
lished with workforce development staff, faith-
based community staff, correctional officers, and 
police.  The offenders were closely monitored 
and held accountable for their actions.  Home 
visits included parole/probation officers and po-
lice officers.  The end result was a re-offend rate 
of 22% by the persons in this program versus a 
national average of 66%. 

CORRECTIONS TRAINING  
CONFERENCE 

 
The Nebraska Correctional Administrators and 
Managers Association, Nebraska Jail Standards, 
and the Nebraska Department of Corrections are 
busy planning the spring training conference, to 
be held on April 15th and 16th, 2008.  This two-
day conference will take place at the New World 
Inn in Columbus, Nebraska.  Plan on two days 
packed with dynamic training and presentations 
from local and nationally known speakers.  
Training material will be presented on a variety 
of topics including:  NIC Legal Issues,  
Intergenerational Issues, Staff Retention, NCJIS 
use, Med-Aid training, Withdrawal from Drugs/
Alcohol, PREA, the HIV+ Inmate, Mental Health 
Issues of Incarcerated Women, Healthcare in 
State and County Corrections, Medication Mod-
ules, and Appropriate Mental Health Services in 
Jail.  Additionally, there will be an NCAMA 
meeting on the 14th, and the Jail Standards Board 
will hold their quarterly meeting on the 16th.   
 
REMEMBER…all training from this confer-
ence applies toward required annual training 
hours.  Come join us in Columbus – Attendance 
is free! The New World Inn will be the confer-
ence headquarters.  We encourage all conference 
attendee’s to enjoy the comfort and convenience 
of being on site at the conference.  The phone 
number for the New World Inn in Columbus is 
402-564-1492 or 800-433-1492.  Make your res-
ervations now before they fill up.  Conference 
registration fliers have been mailed out and this 
year you may also register online at  
http://portal.ncc.ne.gov/jsd/register.   
Any questions? Call Denny Macomber (402) 
432-1034, Chris Harrifeld (402) 471-3133, Dan 
Evans (402) 471-3988, Nancy Vossler (402) 479-
5633, or Melanie Bailey (402) 440-0785.  
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CJIS TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

This year's annual conference will be held April 
30th and May 1st in North Platte. The conference 
will be held at the Sandhills Convention Center. 
We look forward to an array of topics covering 
new technologies as well as updates on many 
projects within Nebraska. This will also provide 
a way to meet with vendors and other users of 
various systems.  Watch for a mailout and details 
on NCJIS for the hotel and conference registra-
tion. Registration will be online and available 
soon. 
 
In conjunction with the CJIS Technology Confer-
ence will be the Sleuth Users Conference (for 
law enforcement) and the CMS Users Confer-
ence (for prosecutors) on April 28th and 29th. 
Separate registration mailouts will be sent to user 
agencies as well as being available soon on 
NCJIS. 
 

NOTES 
 
• Jennifer Kirkpatrick has been promoted to 

Division Chief for our Grants Division.  Jen-
nifer was previously a Federal Aid Adminis-
trator with oversight of the Victim Assistance 
and Violence Against Women Act funds. 

 
• The Crime Commission will be publishing a 

2008 Criminal Justice Directory in April.  An 
order form is included in this newsletter.  To 
ensure your order is processed, please mail 
your order form no later than March 15th, or 
call the Crime Commission at (402) 471-
2194 prior to March 20th. 

 
• The fourth annual crime victims rights week 

conference entitled “Responding to Victims 
of Campus Violence” is scheduled for April 
16-18 at the Double Tree Hotel, 1600 Dodge 
Street in Omaha.  The conference registration 
fee is $30.  A registration form is included in 
this newsletter. 

 
• The Crime Commission has a vacant Federal 

Aid Administrator position.  If interested, 
check our website at www.ncc.ne.gov.  The 
closing date for applications is March 28. 

Page 6 

U.S. PRISON POPULATION REACHES 
A NEW HIGH 

 
According to a report released by the Pew Center 
on the States, one out of every 99.1 adults (or 
2,319,258) in America are either in jail or prison 
at the beginning of 2008.  The United States 
leads the world in both the number and percent-
age of residents it incarcerates.  China, with 1.5 
million persons incarcerated, is in second place. 
 
The growth in prison population is largely be-
cause of tougher state and federal sentencing im-
posed since the mid-1980s.  About 91% of incar-
cerated adults are under state or local jurisdic-
tion.  Over the past two decades, state spending 
on corrections (adjusted for inflation) increased 
127% , while spending on higher education rose 
21%.  Five states (Vermont, Michigan, Oregon, 
Connecticut, and Delaware) now spend as much 
or more on corrections as on higher education. 
 
The report is available on the internet at  
pewcenteronthestates.org.   

THOUGHT(S) FOR THE DAY 
 
 
 

“Experience is not what happens to you.  It is 
what you do with what happens to you.” 

 
~Aldous Huxley 

 
 
 

“We can’t all be heroes because somebody has to 
sit on the curb and clap as they go by.” 

 
~Will Rogers 



          
     Registration Form (Please print or type) 
 
     Registration Deadline is March 31, 2008. 
 

 
*Name:_______________________________ 

 
 *Title:________________________________ 

 
*Agency:______________________________ 

 
Address:______________________________ 

 
_____________________________________ 
 

*Email:_______________________________ 
 

 *Phone:______________________________ 
 

Fax:_________________________________ 
 

 _____Check if you do not wish to have your  
 name on a participant list.  
 
Registration Fee $30.00 (non-refundable)  
Includes conference materials and 1 year 
membership to NCVC. 
 

Limited Seating.  Please Register Early. 
 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO NCVC. 
 

Mail your completed registration form with fee to: 
 

Gage County Victim Assistance 
Beatrice Police Dept. 

Attn:  Kerri 
201 N. 5th St. 

Beatrice, NE  68310 
Phone: (402) 228-5270 

 
*Required for Registration 

All Participants Must Pre-Register. 
 
REGISTRATIONS WILL BE CONFIRMED BY EMAIL. 

 
 

  
Intended Audience Intended Audience 

  
Law Enforcement · Corrections Personnel Law Enforcement · Corrections Personnel 

Victim Service Providers/Advocates Victim Service Providers/Advocates 
Attorneys · Judges · Probation/Parole Officers Attorneys · Judges · Probation/Parole Officers 

School Administrators · Resource Officers  School Administrators · Resource Officers  
Educators · Health Care Providers Educators · Health Care Providers 

  
  
  
  
  

Conference Location Conference Location 
  
The Conference will be held at the DoubleTree  
Hotel, 1616 Dodge Street, Omaha, Nebraska. 
Rooms are available at the DoubleTree Hotel for 
the government rate of $93.00.  Contact the 
hotel by calling locally at (402) 346-7600.  
Specify the group name Nebraska Coalition for 
Victims of Crime (NCVC).  In order to receive the 
conference rate, your reservation has to be 
made by March 25, 2008.   

The Conference will be held at the DoubleTree  
Hotel, 1616 Dodge Street, Omaha, Nebraska. 
Rooms are available at the DoubleTree Hotel for 
the government rate of $93.00.  Contact the 
hotel by calling locally at (402) 346-7600.  
Specify the group name Nebraska Coalition for 
Victims of Crime (NCVC).  In order to receive the 
conference rate, your reservation has to be 
made by March 25, 2008.   

  
  
  
  

  
Sponsored by: Sponsored by: 

  
Nebraska Coalition for Victims of Crime (NCVC) Nebraska Coalition for Victims of Crime (NCVC) 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of Nebraska U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of Nebraska 

Nebraska State Probation Nebraska State Probation 
Nebraska Department of Corrections Nebraska Department of Corrections 

  
  

Funding Provided by: Funding Provided by: 
  

U.S. Dept. of Justice, Office for Victims of Crime U.S. Dept. of Justice, Office for Victims of Crime 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Federal Bureau of Investigation 

U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of Nebraska U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of Nebraska 
Nebraska Coalition for Victims of Crime (NCVC) Nebraska Coalition for Victims of Crime (NCVC) 

Nebraska Crime Commission Nebraska Crime Commission 
Nebraska State Probation Nebraska State Probation 

  

    2008 NATIONAL THEME 2008 NATIONAL THEME 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

4th ANNUAL CRIME VICTIMS’ 
RIGHTS WEEK CONFERENCE 
4th ANNUAL CRIME VICTIMS’ 
RIGHTS WEEK CONFERENCE 

  
  

April 16-18, 2008 April 16-18, 2008 
DoubleTree Hotel DoubleTree Hotel 
1616 Dodge Street 1616 Dodge Street 
Omaha, Nebraska Omaha, Nebraska 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  Speakers 
 
 

Beth Nimmo is the mother of Rachel Scott, the 
first student killed in the 1999 Columbine 
incident.  She travels internationally sharing her 
story of “Tragedy to Triumph”.  Beth has 
valuable insight on how to appropriately respond 
and communicate with crime victims.  She 
knows first-hand what crime victims need and 
her experience will benefit all disciplines that 
have contact with victims of crime.  Her 
willingness to share her tragic story is to provide 
keen insights on the response she received in 
the aftermath, and how we can improve our 
response to crime victims in the future.  Beth is 
the author of two books – “Rachel’s Tears”, and 
“The Journals of Rachel Scott”.  She has been 
featured on “Oprah”, “Larry King Live”, and 
“Dateline”. 
 
Angela McCown (TTAC) is the current Victim 
Services Director for the Texas Dept. of Public 
Safety.  Ms. McCown will discuss compassion 
fatigue and its effects on those who assist crime 
victims.  In a powerful and poignant way, she 
injects understanding and humor in relating to 
her audience. You will learn why wellness and 
self-care are vital as we strive to maintain a high 
quality of life and to give our clients the best 
service possible. Through a self-assessment, 
and profound yet applicable advice, she will 
inspire you to make changes that will benefit you 
and your clients. 
 
Mario J. Scalora, Ph.D., Associate Professor of 
Psychology with the Clinical Training and Law 
Psychology Programs at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, will present on the importance 
of providing a safe environment for students and 
other witnesses to disclose information, which 
will minimize the effects of crime and prevent 
threatening situations from escalating into more 
dangerous situations.  He will describe a range 
of strategies to enhance the reporting of 
threatening behavior, to facilitate victim support 
and threat management activity. 

Dewey G. Cornell, Ph.D. was one of the first 
individuals interviewed on the Virginia Tech 
incident of April, 2007.  Not only is Dr. Cornell’s 
area of expertise in the field of clinical and 
school psychology, he is a professor on the 
University of Virginia campus.  Dr. Cornell’s 
presentation will underscore how schools should 
respond to threats of violence in order to provide 
students with a safe environment.  Through this, 
the training will highlight victims’ experiences, 
including the emotional, physical, and 
psychological impact.  Intervention and 
prevention are the best ways we can serve 
victims.  Gaining understanding about the risk of 
recidivism and violence assists the attendees in 
knowing how to best assist victims, and in 
making the necessary referrals as the victim 
begins the process of recovery and healing.  Dr. 
Cornell will present basic principles of student 
threat assessment; how threat assessment 
differs from zero tolerance; and how to use the 
Virginia model to resolve student threat. 
 
John Lehnhoff, Ph.D., Alegent Health 
Behavioral Services, will focus on at-risk and 
troubled youth, including depression, self-injury, 
and suicide risk factors.  Dr. Lehnhoff will include 
real-life examples and intervention 
recommendations in examining and 
understanding adolescent developmental factors 
relating to suicide risk. Through his presentation, 
you will be able to better identify many issues 
experienced by troubled teens today, including 
signs of depression and suicidality, and you will 
learn and utilize both prevention and intervention 
tactics. 
 
Dena Howard, American Red Cross Disaster 
Intervention Coordinator, will provide training on 
how to work with local first responders and 
service providers to set up a Family Assistance 
Center during a crisis response, for collaborative 
victim services.  American Red Cross has 
established a response to support families 
waiting for information on their family members 
in the aftermath of a large scale mass casualty 
event.  Ms. Howard will discuss the significance 
of scalability of a Family Assistance Center.   

Roger L. Depue, Ph.D. is a 21-year veteran 
of the FBI, where he served as Unit Chief of 
the Behavioral Science Unit at the FBI 
Academy at Quantico, Virginia.  Following 
retirement from the FBI, Dr. Depue founded 
The Academy Group, Inc.  In April of 2007, 
Virginia Governor Tim Kaine appointed Dr. 
Depue to an eight-member review commission 
to examine the Virginia Tech mass killing 
tragedy.  This presentation will examine the 
role of fantasy in school shootings and how it 
may manifest itself in warning signs prior to 
destructive actions.  Early identification and 
intervention will be stressed as well as crisis 
plans, student conduct policies, and threat 
management teams. 
 
Shawn F. VanSlyke, FBI Supervisory Special 
Agent with the Behavioral Analysis Unit of the 
National Center for the Analysis of Violent 
Crime is the Program Manager for the 
Domestic Terrorism, Workplace Violence and 
School Violence Programs.  This presentation 
will provide integrated training consisting of 
valuable information and techniques to better 
address school violence prevention, victim 
response, warning signs, and appropriate 
initial and secondary responses to school 
violence.  This information will enable 
attendees to better field the unpredictable 
questions and situations that arise in an 
integrated and coordinated response, ensuring 
a ‘best-practice’ approach to supporting 
victims’ rights. 
 

Continuing Education Credits 
CLE’s are being requested for Law 

Enforcement. 
 

Social Workers are responsible for applying 
for their own CEU’s.  For questions, contact 

Cindy Kelley, Credentialing Specialist at  
(402) 471- 4905. 

 
This conference will provide attendees with   

integrated training consisting of valuable 
information and techniques to better address 

school violence prevention and victim 
response. 



 
 2008 NEBRASKA CRIMINAL JUSTICE DIRECTORY 
 
The Crime Commission will be publishing a 2008 Nebraska Criminal Justice Directory in the near 
future.  The directory will include telephone numbers and addresses for the agencies and individuals 
that comprise Nebraska's criminal justice system.  In some cases, fax numbers and internet 
addresses are also available. 
 
The directory will be divided into the following subject areas:  Law Enforcement, Corrections, 
Judicial System, Education, State and Federal Legislators, Victim Witness/Domestic Violence, 
Criminal Justice Organizations, Child Advocacy Centers and Criminal Justice Websites. 
 
If you wish to receive a criminal justice directory, please complete the order form at the bottom of 
this page and return it to the Crime Commission.  You will be billed for the cost of the directory at 
$7.00 per copy plus tax when applicable.  Please return the order form as soon as possible.  If you 
are a state agency, you must include your state address book number. The directory will be 
mailed in April, 2008. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
YES, I would like to receive                       criminal justice directories.  
(Cost is $7.00 each - plus tax when applicable.  Please do not send payment, you will be billed 
for your order.)   
 
Please indicate if you are a government agency.   _____ Yes   _____ No 
 
Ordered by:                                                                    Phone #:  _____________________      
                                   
 
NIS Address Book # Required for State Agencies:  __________________________________     
                                                    
 
Mailing Address:        Billing Address: 
 
Name:         _________________________  Name:         _________________________   
                                                                   
Agency:       _________________________   Agency:       _________________________    
 
Address:      _________________________    Address:      _________________________      
                                                                                                                        
City/State:   _________________________   City/State:   _________________________     
                                              
Zip Code:    _________________________   Zip Code:    _________________________   
 
 
 
Return this order form to:        Nebraska Crime Commission 

301 Centennial Mall South 
P. O. Box 94946 
Lincoln, Nebraska  68509 
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