
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEBRASKA COALITION FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE 

Meeting Minutes 
September 30, 2016, 9:00 a.m. CDT 

 
 
 

The Nebraska Coalition for Juvenile Justice met Friday, September 30, 2016, 9:00 a.m.  CDT at the 
Northbridge Community Center, 1533 N.  27th St, Lincoln NE.  Notice of this meeting was published 
September 16, 2016 in the Lincoln Journal Star and on the Crime Commission website. 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:06 a.m. CDT by Cassandra Rockwell, Chairperson. 
 

II. Open Meetings Law Advisement 
 

Blakely informed the Coalition that a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, as amended 
by LB 898, is located on the table in the back of the room for public review if desired.   
 

III. Roll Call 
 
Members Present:  Mark Benne, Dan Scarborough, John-Robert Bloom (arrived at 10:30 
A.M.), Denise Kracl, Brett Matthies, Elaine Menzel, Cassandra Blakely, Kim Hawekotte, 
Neleigh Boyer, Heather Duhachek, Tiffany Gressley, Brian Halstead, Jeanne Brandner, 
Michelle Schindler, Caitlin Holman, Justin Myers, Kevin Spencer, Mark LaBouchardiere, 
Jim Blue 

 
Members Excused:  Darrell Fisher, Kara Brostrom, Amanda Speichert, Judge Vernon 
Daniels, Chris Rodgers, Kathy Seacrest,  
 
Members Absent:  Nicola Variano, Daniel Osmond, Corben Waldron 
 
Staff Present:  Lisa Stamm, Vanessa Humaran, Cindy Kennedy, Amy Hoffman, Kristy 
Nguyen, Laurie Holman, Marcella Johnson,  
 
Public Members:  Doug Weinberg, Stanford Bradley, Jason Stille, Christine Wenzl 
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IV. Introductions 
 

Blakely informed the coalition that there are some new members to the Coalition and had 
everyone introduce themselves to the group.  Blakely welcomed the new members to the 
coalition.  Blakely reminded everyone to explain the acronyms that would be used during the 
meeting.  Blakely gave a brief update on the small appreciations gifts that will be used for the 
members that are no longer with the Coalition and advised that an action item would be on 
the agenda for the next meeting.  Blakely informed the Coalition that the group will now need 
a new chair for the Grant Review Committee and if any member is interested to let Blakely 
know. 
 

V. Approval of June 24, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 

Motion 
 

A motion was made by Menzel and seconded by Hawekotte to approve the June 24, 2016 
Meeting Minutes.  Voting in favor of motion:  Benne, Bloom (arrived at 10:30 A.M.), 
Kracl, Matthies, Menzel, Blakely, Hawekotte, Boyer, Duhachek, Gressley, Halstead, 
Brandner, Schindler (abstained), Holman, Myers, Spencer, LaBouchardiere. Motion 

carried.  
 

VI.  Grantee Presentation- Lancaster County – 5-0 fun club 
 

Christine Wenzl provided a presentation on Lancaster County 5-0 fun club.  Wenzl provided 
an explanation on the Community Policing, collaboration between the Lancaster County 
Sherriff’s Office and CEDARS.  There was a brief discussion between the Coalition and 
Wenzl. 
 

VII. Grantee Presentation – Lancaster County – Shields United 
 
Stanford Bradley, Director of the Salvation Army and captain Jason Stille provided a 
presentation on Shields UNITED Program which included explanation on the Young Leaders 
Club and the activities.  There was a brief discussion between the Coalition and the 
presenters.   

 
VIII. Probation/JDAI Update 

 
Brandner provided an update on Probation and JDAI.  Brander provided an overview of the 
Initiative sessions that the committee had attended as well as the upcoming meetings.   

 
IX. Legislative Update 

 
Holman gave an overview and provided a handout regarding the Juvenile Justice 2016 
Interim Studies (Please see attachment 1).  There was a discussion among the members of the 
Coalition.   
 
 



 
 

X. SAG Funds Update  
 

Humaran informed the Coalition that she will send out an e-mail to everyone on the SAG 
Funds Update. 

 
XI. Review the policy recommendations of the Children’s Commission  

 
Blakely provided an update on the policy recommendations of the Children’s Commission.  
Blakely provided an explanation as well as the priorities of the followings:  The Juvenile 
Services committee background and history, Courts and legal system, Evaluation and 
assessment, Service Coordination, Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center (YRTC) and 
out of home placement (OOHP) workgroup.  There was a discussion among the Coalition.   

 
XII. Break 11:00 A.M. to 11:15 A.M. 

 
XIII. JJ Specialist & Compliance Monitor Report 

 
Humaran informed the Coalition that since the last meeting, she has been participating in 
interviews for DMC/Compliance and working with Stamm on compliance DMC deadlines 
that will be receiving training from DMC Iowa compliance monitor.  Humaran also stated 
that she has been working on JS/title II grants, the governor’s report and has been working 
with OJJDP on meeting federal requirements for Title II.  Humaran also gave an update on 
PREA and RSAT.  Humaran stated that she was a member of the Staff Review Team for JAG 
applications. 

 
XIV. Sub-Committee group activity  

 
Blakely gave a brief update on the Sub-Committee group activity 
 

XV. Subcommittee Reports 
 
a. Executive 

 
Blakely gave a brief update on the Executive subcommittee.  Blakely stated that the 
Executive subcommittee consists of all the chairs of the other committees.  Blakely gave 
an update on the Coalition of Juvenile Justice Legislative Workgroup (Please see 
attachment 2.) 

 
b. DMC 

 
Humaran informed the Coalition that Rodgers has strategized next statewide DMC 
assessment.  Humaran informed the Coalition that Stamm, Humaran, Miles-Steffens and 
Rodgers will meet within the next couple of weeks to go over any gaps in the previous 
assessment that still need to be addressed and strategize next steps.  Humaran stated that 
Rodgers has been working with probation and JDAI to collaborate with DMC Committee 
and assessment. 
 



Humaran informed the Coalition that Brent Stephenson has been hired as the new 
compliance DMC coordinator.  Humaran stated that he has a legal background and comes 
from the Department of revenue.  Humaran stated that he will start in the middle of 
October.  Humaran also indicated that Stephenson first priority will be working on 
compliance in preparation for a compliance audit at the beginning of next year. 

 
c. Grant Review 

 
Menzel provided a brief update on the Grant Review Subcommittee.  Menzel informed 
the Coalition that the subcommittee is currently recruiting a chair.   

 
d. Youth 

 
Blakely provided a brief update on Youth subcommittee. 
 

e. County Planning Advisory 
 

Menzel provided a brief update of the County Planning Advisory subcommittee.  (Please 
see attachment 3.)  Menzel informed the Coalition on the upcoming Nebraska 
Community Aid and Juvenile Justice Conference (Please see attachment 4) 

 
f. Diversion 

 
Kracl provided an update for the Diversion Subcommittee (Please see attachment 5).  
 
 

XVI. Elections 
 

Blakely provided handouts for the Coalition to vote for the Nebraska Coalition of 
Juvenile Justice 2016 Chair and Vice Chair Nominees. 

 
XVII. Old Business 
 

No old business at this time. 
 

XVIII.  New Business 
  
 No new business at this time. 
 

XIX. Public Comment 
 

No public comment at this time. 
 

XX. Meeting Dates 
a. Friday, June 05, 2015, TBA 
b. Friday, September 04, 2015, TBA 
c. Friday, December 04, 2015, TBA 

  
XXI. Adjournment 

 
Motion 

 



A motion was made by Menzel and seconded by Benne to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried unanimously by acclamation. 

 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
 
 

Huong (Kristy) Nguyen 
Support Assistant, Grant Division 
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