
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEBRASKA COALITION FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE 

Meeting Minutes 
March 07, 2016, 9:00 a.m. CDT 

 
 
 

The Nebraska Coalition for Juvenile Justice met Friday, March 07, 2016, 9:00 a.m.  CDT at the 
Northbridge Community Center, 1533 N.  27th St, Lincoln NE.  Notice of this meeting was published 
February 22, 2016 in the Lincoln Journal Star and on the Crime Commission website. 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:07 a.m. CDT by Cassandra Blakely, Chairperson. 
 

II. Open Meetings Law Advisement 
 

Blakely informed the Coalition that a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, as amended 
by LB 898, is located on the table in the back of the room for public review if desired.   
 

III. Roll Call 
 
Members Present:  Darrell Fisher (left at 10am), Mark Benne, Dan Scarborough, Kara 
Brostrom, Amanda Speichert, Judge Vernon Daniels, Ron Johns, Denise Kracl, Cassandra 
Blakely, Kim Hawekotte (left at 11:30 a.m.) Neleigh Boyer, Kathy Seacrest, Jeanne 
Brandner, Michelle Schindler, Tony green, Elaine Menzel, Chris Rodgers 
 
Members Excused:   Nicola Variano, Brett Matthies,  Heather Duhachek, Tiffany Gressley, 
Kent Turnbull 
 
Members Absent: John-Robert Bloom, Brian Halstead  
 
Staff Present:  Lisa Stamm, Vanessa Humaran, Cindy Kennedy, Amy Hoffman, Derek 
Jones, Kristy Nguyen, Danni McGown 
 
Public Members:  Caroline Crillau, David Mann, Derudre Mayfield, Akile Banister, Katie 
McLeese Stephenson  
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IV. Introductions 
 
  Blakely invited a motion to approve the December 14, 2015 Meeting Minutes. 
 

V. Approval of December 14, 2015 Meeting Minutes 
 

Motion 
 

A motion was made by Schindler and seconded by Hawekotte to approve the December 14, 
2015 Meeting Minutes.  Voting in favor of motion:  Fisher, Benne, Scarborough, 

Brostrom, Speichert, Daniels, Johns, Kracl, Blakely, Rodgers, Hawekotte, Boyer, Seacrest, 
Brandner, Schindler, Green 

 
VI.        Approval of up to $1,500 to send NCJJ members to attend the NJJA Conference in 

May.  Blakely informed the Coalition that it will take place the 18th – 20th of May, 2016.  
 

Motion 
 

A motion was made by Schindler and seconded by Hawekotte to amend that the Coalition 
support $1,500 to attend Juvenile Justice Conferences across Nebraska.  Voting in favor of 

motion:  Benne, Brostrom, Speichert, Daniels (Abstained), Johns, Kracl, Blakely 
(Abstained), Rodgers, Hawekotte, Boyer (Abstained),Brandner (Abstained), Seacrest, 

Schindler, Green (Abstained) 
 

VII. Approval of up to $2,000 for 2 youth members to attend the CJJ Youth Summit.  
Blakely informed the Coalition that conference will occur in Washington DC in June of 
2015.  

 
Motion 

 
A motion was made by Johns and seconded by Kracl to approve up to $2,000 for 2 youth 
members to attend the CJJ Youth Summit.  Voting in favor of motion:  Fisher, Benne, 

Scarborough, Brostrom, Speichert, Daniels(Abstained), Johns, Kracl, Blakely, Rodgers, 
Hawekotte, Boyer (Abstained), Seacrest, Brandner, Schindler, Green (Abstained) 

 
VIII. Approval of up to $5,000 for Annual Dues 

 
Motion 

 
A motion was made by Rodgers and seconded by Kracl to approve of up to $5,000 for 
Annual Dues.  Voting in favor of motion:  Fisher, Benne, Scarborough, Brostrom, 
Speichert, Daniels(Abstained), Johns, Kracl, Blakely, Rodgers, Hawekotte, Boyer 

(Abstained), Seacrest, Brandner, Schindler, Green (Abstained) 
 

IX. Approval of up to $100.00 in appreciation gifts.   
 

Motion 



 
A motion was made by Benne and seconded by Seacrest to approve of up to $100 in 

appreciation gifts.  Voting in favor of motion:  Fisher, Benne, Scarborough (Abstained), 
Brostrom, Speichert, Daniels(Abstained), Johns, Kracl, Blakely, Rodgers, Hawekotte, 

Boyer (Abstained), Seacrest, Brandner (Abstained), Schindler, Green (Abstained) 
 

X. Grantee Presentation – Banister’s Leadership Academy 
 

Akile Banister provided a presentation on Banister’s Leadership Academy.  Derudre 
Mayfield shared his success story to the Coalition.  There was a brief discussion between the 
Coalition and the presenters.  Blakely introduced Danni McGrown, new member of the 
Nebraska Crime Commission, to the Coalition. 

 
XI. Grantee Presentation - Firesetters 

 
David Man, coordinator for Juvenile Firesetters program, provided a presentation on 
Firesetters.  (Please see attachment 1) There was a brief discussion between the Coalition and 
Mann.  

 
XII. DMC Evaluation Presentation  

 
Dr.  Wiener gave a presentation on the Disparate Minority Contact Evaluation Project which 
included: Evidence Based practice in Juvenile Justice, four roads to evidence based practice, 
system of categorization emerging from the literature review, DMC evaluation process, 
programs evaluated, in the process of being evaluated and to be finished by June 30 (Please 
see attachment 2).  Dr.  Wiener also explained on the generic findings across DMC Programs, 
He provided a summary of findings for Girls Inc.  Pregnancy Prevention program and stated 
that it is a promising program.  There was discussion among the Coalition and Dr. Wiener. 
 

XIII. Legislative Update 
 
Menzel provided a handout written by Laurie Holman and provided a legislative update.  
Menzel gave an update on Juvenile Justice Coalition 2016 Bill Statements of Intent (please 
see attachment 3).  There was a discussion among the Coalition. The Coalition members then 
agreed to  consider creating a Legislative Committee.   

 
XIV. Probation/JDAI Update 

 
Brandner provided an update on Probation and JDAI.  Brandner provided an explanation on 
the Probation Juvenile Justice Reform Efforts which included the Juvenile Services Division 
Outcomes (Please see attachment 4). 
 

XV. JJ Specialist & Compliance Monitor Report 
 

Humaran provided a brief update on JJ Specialist.  Jones provided a brief update on 
Compliance Monitor Report.   

 



XVI. Subcommittee Reports 
 
a. Executive 

 
Blakely provided an update on Executive subcommittee.  Blakely informed the Coalition 
that the committee is working on the cross-walk of the strategic planning or charters for 
the various statewide groups. There was a brief discussion among the Coalition. 
 

b. DMC 
 

Rodgers provided a brief update on DMC.  Rodgers informed the Coalition that the 
upcoming DMC Training will be on June 21, 2016 in Grand Island. 

 
c. Grant Review 

 
Blakely and Humaran provide a brief update on the Grant Review Subcommittee.  
 

d. Youth 
 

Blakely provided a brief update on the Youth subcommittee.   
 

e. County Planning Advisory 
 

Menzel and Kennedy provided an update of the County Planning Advisory 
subcommittee.  Menzel provided a brief update on the Staff Review, Grant Review and 
the Funding Panel.  There is a brief discussion among the Coalition. 

 
f. Diversion 

 
Kracl provided a brief update on the Diversion Subcommittee.   
 

 
XVII. Old Business 
 

No old business at this time. 
 

XVIII.  New Business 
  
 No new business at this time. 
 

XIX. Public Comment 
 

No public comment at this time. 
 

XX. Meeting Dates 
 
a. June, 2016 TBA 

 
XXI. Adjournment 

 
Motion 

 



A motion was made by Daniels and seconded by Kracl to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried unanimously by acclamation. 

 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
 
 

Huong (Kristy) Nguyen 
Support Assistant, Grant Division 
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