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DAT A COLLECTION MAP 

1) Blaine County SO covering less than 500

inhabitants, did not submit any data.

2) Cedar Bluffs PD covering slightly over 600

inhabitants, did not submit any data.

3) Hooper PD covering slightly over 850

inhabitants, did not submit any data.

4) Spalding PD covering slightly over 400

inhabitants, did not submit any data.
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5) Atkinson PD covering less than 1250
inhabitants, did not submit all four quarters.

(Partial)

6) Lyons PD covering less than 800 inhabitants,

did not submit all four quarters. (Partial)

7) Crofton PD covering less than 800 inhabitants,
did not submit all four quarters. (Partial)

Agency-specific results are available at: 

https ://nee. nebraska .gov /traffic-stops-nebraska 
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DATA PROPORTIONALITY

Nebraska State Patrol
Sarpy Co Agencies

Douglas Co (excludes OPD)
Omaha PD

Lancaster Co (excludes LPD)
Lincoln PD

All Other Agencies
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Traffic Stops Distribution by AgencyNSP accounts for the largest portion of the
traffic stops made by a single agency in
the State of Nebraska during 2021.
Collectively, NSP in combination with three
counties (Douglas, Lancaster, and Sarpy)
accounted for nearly 56% of all traffic
stops.

By understanding the proportion of stops
by agency, one must realize the complex
nature of identifying areas of concern.  A
majority of the NSP traffic stops occur on
the Interstate system, for which no
population metric is available that can
effectively estimate the demographic
make-up of individuals traveling on the
Interstate system.  Without a clear
quantitative method to identify this
population, it would be illogical to make
conclusions regarding any disparity of this
specific population.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Percent of Total Statewide Traffic Stops

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

32.6

34.6

36.3

41.9

44.2

10.1

11.5 11.7

10.5

39.4

35.1

30.0

27.2

25.9

10.1

11.5 9.7

9.9

1.2

1.6

1.6

1.32.4

2.7

4.2

5.0

6.1

7.9

7.7

8.8

8.1

2.3

2.5

2.7

Page 15 of 42







COMMISSION ON LAW ENFO'RCEMEMT 

AND, CR.IIMINAL JUSTICE 

POPULATION COMPARISON 

Studies focusing on traffic stop reporting often compare data to racial distributions within a particular 
community or state. Some studies compare traffic stop data to the racial distribution of licensed drivers, 
at-risk drivers, or even to the racial distribution of drivers actually observed by people stationed in the 
field. Each of these demographic comparisons has strengths and weaknesses, but there is no 
universally accepted method for analyzing at-risk populations compared to a reference group. Some 
studies draw conclusions that theoretically cannot be made given deficiencies in the available data. 

Several factors need to be condsidered when comparing traffic stop data to a population. General 
populations are often compared to traffic stop percentages, and used as the sole indicator of racial 
profiling, which may result in spurious findings. However, initial results from such comparisons may 
identify other factors needing to be analyzed in order to validate the initial findings. 

All population data are from the 2020 Decennial Census by the US Census Bureau. Since the adult 
population more closely resembles the driving population than the total population, primary tables and 
counts are based on Nebraska's adult population, when available. Due to inconsistent race categories 
across data sets, some groups haf to be combined in order to align with traffic stop categories. For 
city/county-level reporting, however, city/county overall populations were used since race-by-age tables 
are not available at these localized levels. 

The graphs below compare traffic stem Q_ercenta.9es to adult and overall statewide populations. 
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SEARCH PERCENTAGE 

All Races Combined Search Rate 
Broken down by race over the past 5 years, the 
following figures show the percentage of traffic 
stops in which a search was conducted. For 
example in 2020, 9.2% of all statewide traffic 
stops involving Black drivers included a search. 

Search counts do not include inventory arrests 
nor searches that are done incident to arrest. 
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The following trend lines allow the reader to 
compare each race to each other, the overall 
(top-right), and over time. 
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COUNTY SPECIFIC DETAILS 

The remainder of this report focuses on Nebraska's five most populous counties and the most populous 
city within each of these counties, broken down by race. County-level data reflect stops reported by all 
law enforcement agencies within the county. City-level data reflect reports only from the local city police 
department. 

As stated previously, census figures only estimate the resident population and do not account for 
commuters or Interstate traffic. Nonetheless, local populations provide one measure often used to 
facilitate discussion regarding the possibility of racial profiling, despite considerable variation throughout 
the state. 

There are vast differences in minority populations by city and county throughout the state. These 
differences obviously affect daily occurrences for any racial groups in all kinds of activities, including 
traffic stops. The varying distributions of minority populations across Nebraska significantly affect the 
contact law enforcement has with these groups. In 2018 for instance, the Black population varied 
significantly across three levels of analysis within the State of Nebraska: 12.1 % in Omaha, 11.0% in 
Douglas County, and 4.5% across the statewide adult population. 

There are obvious differences in the stops made in different counties relative to race. There are 
considerations other than the resident population, particularly given travelers and Interstate traffic, in 
addition to possible officer activity. 

Once a traffic stop has been made, there are a variety of actions that can be taken. Research often 
looks at the handling and disposition of the stop for disparity, which can possibly reflect differences in 
processing by race. However, it must be noted that multiple factors do exist, and partitioning the effect 
each factor has cannot be done using the current data collection methods. 

Each breakout page includes the traffic stop counts by race so one can compare to the population table 
-- along with search counts and percentages. Bar charts include percentages referring to proportions 
for an activity. For instance, one can see what percentage of stops involve a search to give the viewer 
perspective. Population sizes of minority groups change across years and localities, which have direct 
effects on disparity calculations, particularly at the county or city level of analysis. 
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DOUGLAS COUNTY TRAFFIC STOPS 

The following two pages present traffic stop data from law enforcement agencies in Douglas County. 

Collectively, Douglas County agencies reported 30,985 traffic stops in 2021, a decrease of 2.7% from the 
previous year. In particular, the majority (71%) of Douglas County's 2021 traffic stops were made by 
Omaha PD. 

Compared to the county population, the racial groups overrepresented by Douglas County's traffic stops 
data are (in decreasing order of disparity): 

- Black drivers (2.2)
- American Indian/Alaskan Native drivers (1.6)

On average (across all races), searches were conducted in 9.8% of all 2021 traffic stops from Douglas 
County agencies. With respect to race, search percentages were observed to be higher than average 
for: 

- Black drivers (20.7%)
- Native American/Alaska Native drivers (16.5%)
- Hispanic drivers (12.6%)
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