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Introduction

The nine (9) counties of Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services are comprised of 7,388
square miles of wide-open spaces rich in agricultural and farmland and includes: Arthur
County, 718 sq. miles; Chase County, 895 sg. miles; Dundy County, 920 sg. miles;
Furnas County, 721 sq. miles; Hayes County; 713 sg. miles; Hitchcock County, 710 sq.
miles; Keith County, 1,110 sqg. miles; Perkins County, 884 sq. miles, and Red Willow
County, 717 sq. miles. The counties border Colorado to the west and Kansas to the
South.

The member counties' population is as follows: Arthur County 465, Chase County 3,977,
Dundy County 770, Furnas County 4,780, Hayes County 893, Hitchcock County 2,834,
Keith County 8,021, Perkins County 2,903, and Red Willow County 10,726. The
communities in Arthur County are Arthur (county seat), Bucktail, Calora, Lena, and
Velma. The communities in Keith County are Ogallala (county seat), Brule, Paxton,
Belmar, Keystone, Lemoyne, Martin, Roscoe, and Sarben. The communities in Chase
County are Imperial (county seat), Champion, Enders, Lamar, and Wauneta. The
communities in Dundy County are Benkelman (county seat), Haigler, Parks, and Max.
The communities in Furnas County are Beaver City (county seat), Arapahoe, Cambridge,
Edison, Hendley, Holbrook, Oxford (partial), and Wilsonville. The communities in
Hayes County are Hayes Center (county seat), Palisade (partial), and Hamlet. The
communities in Hitchcock County are Trenton (county seat), Culbertson, Palisade
(partial), Stratton, and Beverly. The communities in Perkins County are Grant (county
seat), Elsie, Madrid, Venango, Brandon, and Grainton. The communities in Red Willow
County are McCook (county seat), Indianola, Bartley, Danbury, Lebanon, and Perry.

The major highways serving the Region are U.S. Highway 6/34 that runs from East to
West, connecting the counties. U.S. Highway 6 branches off in Hitchcock County to run
East and West through Hitchcock and Chase Counties to the Colorado border. The
smaller highways include U.S. Highway 283 that runs North and South through Furnas
and Gosper Counties. Nebraska Highway 89 runs East and West through Furnas and Red
Willow Counties. Nebraska Highway 25 runs North and South through Hitchcock and
Hayes Counties. U.S. Highway 61 runs North and South through Dundy and Chase
Counties.

Each of the communities in Southwest Region offers a wide variety of recreational
activities for youth and their families that include: school and community sports leagues,
4-H groups, Boys and Girls Scouts, dance, gymnastics, and faith-based youth groups.
Youth and their families also have the opportunity to enjoy hunting, fishing, camping,
water sports, and many other fun activities in the natural beauty of Nebraska at many
different lakes and recreational areas, including:

e Seventeen (17) different Wildlife Management/lakes located in Arthur County

e Enders Reservoir State Recreation Area, Church Grove Recreation Area, and

Champion Lake State Recreation Area in Chase County
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Rock Creek State Recreation Area in Dundy County

Oxford State Wildlife Management Area and Westside Park in Furnas County
Camp Hayes State Wildlife Area, Wellfleet State Wildlife Management Area,
Spring Creek Recreation Area, Indian Point Recreation Area, Hansen
Memorial Reserve State Wildlife Management Area in Hayes County
Swanson Reservoir in Hitchcock County

Clear Creek State Waterfowl Management Area and Lake McConaughy State
Recreation Area in Keith County

Meadowlark Gallery, Peterson Lilac Farm in Perkins County

Hugh Butler Lake and Red Willow Reservoir in Red Willow County

Page 4



Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services
Comprehensive Juvenile Services Community Plan (2021 — 2025)

Data Summary

Arthur County Data

(All data derived from Arthur County Needs Assessment FY 2020-2021 unless otherwise indicated herein)

Youth Level

l. Population and Race

Arthur County, Nebraska has a population estimate of 427 people'. The distribution by
population age 10-17 22 males and 41 females. All males are identified as non-Hispanic
white, and the female population is comprised of 82.9% non-Hispanic white, 2.4%
Hispanic or Latino, and 14.6% two-plus races.

1. Absenteeism

The number of youth with chronic absenteeism went up from 2017/2018 to 2018/2019.

Year | Geographic | Total Youth
Area with Chronic
Absenteeism
2014- | Arthur 0
2015 | Nebraska 35,638
2015- | Arthur 0
2016 | Nebraska 38,812
2016- | Arthur 12
2017 | Nebraska 42,290
2017- | Arthur 0
2018 | Nebraska 46,365
2018- | Arthur 11
2019 | Nebraska 46,356

Data on the race/ethnicity of the juveniles is not provided as per the Nebraska
Department of Education; such data is masked due to 10 or fewer students for their
confidentiality.

II. Disabilities, English Proficiency, Eligibility for Free/Reduced Lunch and
School Year (2014-2019)

Year | Geographic | Total IDEA | 504 Plan Limited English Free/Reduced
Area Count Proficiency Lunch

2014- | Arthur 107 14.02% * * *

2015 | Nebraska 312,281 | 13.66% | 0.76% 5.97% 44.53%

2015- | Arthur 109 13.76% * * *

2016 | Nebraska 315,542 | 13.64% | 0.90% 5.90% 44.23%

2016- | Arthur 114 | 15.79% * * *

2017 | Nebraska 318,853 | 13.80% | 0.93% 6.99% 44.76%
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2017- | Arthur 111 11.71% * * *
2018 | Nebraska 323,391 | 15.87% | 0.88% 6.59% 46.24%
2018- | Arthur 125 9.60% * * *
2019 | Nebraska 325,984 | 16.13% | 0.85% 6.78% 45.42%

Per the Nebraska Department of Education, the * represents masked data, which they
define as 10 or fewer students, for the confidentiality of the students

V. Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Data related to mental health and substance abuse is unavailable in the Arthur County
Community Needs Assessment. Additionally, the Department of Health and Human
Services Data Request Report September/October 2020, DIVISION OF BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH SERVED JUVENILES FROM 2015-2019 attached to the Appendix does not
provide County level information.

V. Arrest Rates and Diversion

There was no arrest data for Arthur County from 2015-2019. Data related to diversion is
unavailable in the Community Needs Assessment.

Family Level
l. Poverty

Arthur County has higher rates of youth below 185% poverty compared to the State.

Arthur Nebraska

Poverty/SES Children <18 in 11.7% 14.8%

Poverty

Number of children 16 43,814

12-17 below 185%

poverty

% of children 12-17 | 34.8% 28.9%

below 185% poverty

Community Level

l. Youth Perceptions of Community Attitudes on Substance Use

Arthur County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey,
and thus there is no data available.

Policy, Legal and System Level

l. Juvenile and Family Cases
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According to the Arthur County Community Needs Assessment, there are no curfew and
3A, 3B, and 3C filings in court, so the community is diverting appropriately or has few
citations for these offenses.

Il. Diversion

Arthur County diversion will be served though Keith County. However, due to no
offenses by juveniles, there is no diversion data available.

Community Team Level

Arthur County did not receive CBA funding in either 2019 or 2020 when the two
Collective Impact surveys were completed; as such, there is no data available.
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Youth Level

Chase County Data

(All data derived from Chase County Needs Assessment FY 2020-2021 unless otherwise indicated herein)

Population and Race

Chase County, Nebraska has a population estimate of 3,783 people'. The distribution by
population age 10-17 is 230 males and 195 females. The male population is comprised of
83% non-Hispanic white, 13% Hispanic or Latino, and 3.9% two or more races. The
female population is composed of 76.9% non-Hispanic white and 23.1% Hispanic or

Latino.
Il. Absenteeism
Year | Geographic | Total Youth | Hispanic | White Two or
Area with Chronic More
Absenteeism Races
2014- | Chase 90 30.00% 70.00% *
2015 | Nebraska 35,638 24.54% 51.61% 4.68%
2015- | Chase 204 24.51% 75.49% *
2016 | Nebraska 38,812 25.73% 49.68% 4.83%
2016- | Chase 118 34.75% 65.25% *
2017 | Nebraska 42,290 26.90% 47.66% 4.92%
2017- | Chase 111 32.43% 67.57% *
2018 | Nebraska 46,365 26.81% 47.37% 2389
2018- | Chase 99 32.32% 67.68% *
2019 | Nebraska 46,356 27.64% 46.27% 5.23%

Hispanic youth are over-represented in chronic absenteeism compared to the county
population and school population. Other races/ethnicities are too small to include.

Disabilities, English Proficiency, Eligibility for Free/Reduced Lunch and
School Year (2014-2019)

Chase County has a significantly higher percentage of limited English proficiency
juveniles than the average of the State of Nebraska.

Year Geographic Total IDEA Limited English Free/Reduced

Area Count Proficiency Lunch
2014- Chase 842 10.69% 11.28% 38.60%
2015 Nebraska 312,281 13.66% 5.97% 44.53%
2015- Chase 862 11.37% 10.79% 37.94%
2016 Nebraska 315,542 13.64% 5.90% 44.23%
2016- Chase 883 11.10% 11.10% 42.58%
2017 Nebraska 318,853 13.80% 6.99% 44.76%
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2017- Chase 902 12.64% 7.98% 43.57%

2018 Nebraska 323,391 15.87% 6.59% 46.24%

2018- Chase 864 12.96% 8.80% 43.17%

2019 Nebraska 325,984 16.13% 6.78% 45.42%
V. Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Chase County 10" graders report the most mental health and substance use issues. 10"
graders have greater loss of sleep from worry, 28.3% v. 20.6%; alcohol use, 32.1% v.
20.1%; and binge drinking, 11.5% v. 6.2%; and tobacco and vaping, 13.5% v. 8%, as
compared to the State.

V. Arrest Rates and Diversion

Crime has decreased in the County for all age groups and for juveniles from 2018 to
2019. The frequency for 2019 was 0, so it is difficult to make any conclusions for
juvenile crime trends.

In Chase County, 32 juveniles were issued a citation or referral. Of those 32, 21 were
referred to diversion, 19 enrolled, and 16 successfully completed diversion. More youth
were put on probation (24) than referred to diversion. Hispanic youth were over-
represented in probation.

Family Level
l. Poverty

Poverty and other measures related to socioeconomic status and poverty are not an issue
in Chase County as compared to the state averages.

. Child Abuse and Neglect

In Chase County Child abuse reports are unfounded at a higher rate than the State, and
more are assessed.

Community Level

l. Youth Perceptions of Community Attitudes on Substance Use

Chase County juveniles report that they think their community finds marijuana and
cigarettes to be wrong or very wrong at a rate higher than the state average. There is not
the same trend for alcohol.

8th 10th 12th
Chase Wrong/very wrong — Marijuana 100.0% 94.3% | 95.7%
Nebraska 94.4% 89.8% 85.2%
Chase Wrong/very wrong — alcohol 89.4% 83.0% | 67.4%
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Nebraska 89.1% 80.4% 68.7%
Chase Wrong/very wrong — cigarettes 98.5% 925% | 74.5%
Nebraska 92.9% 89.0% 78.7%

Policy, Legal and System Level

l. Juvenile and Family Cases

The Chase County Needs Assessment reflects there are few curfew and 3A, 3B, and 3C

filings in court. However, such data is inaccurate. According to the Chase County

Juvenile Court, the following juvenile cases were filed from 2016 to 2019.

Case Type |2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019
3(a) 3 4 0 1
3(b) 0 0 1 1
3(c) 0 0 0 0
lor2 24 13 12 0
Total 27 17 13 2

. Diversion

Chase County operates its own diversion program. Chase County had 5 criminal juvenile
diversion cases in 2020. Of those 5 cases, 4 successfully completed the juvenile diversion
program. The unsuccessful case has been referred to the Juvenile Court and is pending

adjudication. (Source: Chase County Attorney's Office). Chase County will be providing
juvenile diversion services for Dundy County beginning in 2021.
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Dundy County Data

(All data derived from Dundy County Needs Assessment FY 2020-2021 unless otherwise indicated herein)

Youth Level
l. Population and Race

Dundy County, Nebraska has a population estimate of 1,913 people'". The distribution by
population age 10-17 is 184 males and 85 females. The male population is comprised of
52.2% non-Hispanic white and 47.8% Hispanic or Latino. The female population is
composed of 78.8% non-Hispanic white and 21.2% Hispanic or Latino.

1. Absenteeism

Hispanic youth in Dundy County are over-represented in chronic absenteeism compared
to the school population (but not the County Census data).

Year | Geographic | Total Youth | Hispanic | White
Area with Chronic
Absenteeism
2014- | Dundy 36 * 100.00%
2015 | Nebraska 35,638 24.54% 51.61%
2015- | Dundy 58 18.97% | 81.03%
2016 | Nebraska 38,812 25.73% 49.68%
2016- | Dundy 55 23.64% | 76.36%
2017 | Nebraska 42,290 26.90% 47.66%
2017- | Dundy 43 * 100.00%
2018 | Nebraska 46,365 26.81% 47.37%
2018- | Dundy 43 * 100.00%
2019 | Nebraska 46,356 27.64% 46.27%

Per the Nebraska Department of Education, the * represents masked data, which they
define as 10 or fewer students, for the confidentiality of the students

[1l.  Disabilities, English Proficiency, Eligibility for Free/Reduced Lunch and
School Year (2014-2019)

English proficiency is higher than the state average across all years but shows a potential
declining trend. Free and reduced lunch is higher than the state average and appears to
have increased.

Year Geographic | Total IDEA Limited English | Free/Reduced
Area Count Proficiency Lunch

2014- Dundy 342 12.87% | 7.60% 47.95%

2015 Nebraska 312,281 13.66% | 5.97% 44.53%

2015- Dundy 330 11.82% | 9.39% 37.27%

2016 Nebraska 315,542 13.64% | 5.90% 44.23%
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2016- Dundy 316 9.81% |9.81% 47.47%
2017 Nebraska 318,853 13.80% | 6.99% 44.76%
2017- Dundy 321 9.35% | 7.48% 57.01%
2018 Nebraska 323,391 15.87% | 6.59% 46.24%
2018- Dundy 318 11.95% | 5.66% 57.55%
2019 Nebraska 325,984 16.13% | 6.78% 45.42%

V. Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Dundy County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors survey,
and no data is available.

V. Arrest Rates and Diversion

There were zero arrests for juveniles in 2018 or 20109.

In Dundy County at least 6 juveniles were issued a citation or referral. There may have
been more, but the Dundy County Sheriff did not report to NCC in 2017-2018 and only
partially reported in 2016. Of those 6, 6 were referred to diversion, 6 enrolled, and 6
successfully completed diversion. More youth are put on probation (8) than referred to
diversion (6). Black youth were over-represented in diversion referrals. Hispanic youth
were over-represented in probation. Once referred, Hispanic youth enrolled and were
successful at a rate that matched their representation in the County.

Family L evel
l. Poverty

Poverty for all children less than 18 does not appear to be a problem, but according to the
measure of children 12-17 below 185% poverty, Dundy County does have an issue with
poverty.

Measurement Dundy | Nebraska

Poverty/SES Children <18 in Poverty 14.3% 14.8%
Number of children 12-17 below 185% poverty 84 43,814
Percent of children 12-17 below 185% poverty 52.5% 28.9%

. Child Abuse and Neglect

Based upon the data, domestic violence and child abuse reports do not appear to be an

issue in this County.

Community Level

l. Youth Perceptions of Community Attitudes on Substance Use

Dundy County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey,
and thus data is unavailable.
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Policy, Legal and System Level

l. Juvenile and Family Cases

There are few curfew and 3A, 3B, and 3C filings in court. In 2018, there were 1 3(a) and
5 total cases. In 2019, there were no 3(a) cases and 6 total juvenile cases. In 2020, there
were 1 3(a) cases and a total of 2 juvenile cases.

Il. Diversion

Dundy County has entered into an agreement in 2021 for Chase County to provide
juvenile diversion services.
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Furnas County Data

(All data derived from Furnas County Needs Assessment FY 2020-2021 unless otherwise indicated herein)

Youth Level
l. Population and Race

Furnas County, Nebraska has a population estimate of 4,747 people'V. The distribution by
population age 10-17 is 264 males and 253 females. The male population is comprised of
93.6% non-Hispanic white, .08% Hispanic or Latino, 1.1% black, .4% Asian or pacific
islander, and 4.2% two or more races. The female population is comprised of 91.3%%
non-Hispanic white, 2% Hispanic or Latino, .4% Asian or Pacific Islander, and 6.3% two
Or more races.

Il. Absenteeism

Hispanic youth are over-represented in chronic absenteeism compared to the county
population and school population. Other races/ethnicities are too small to include in the
analysis.

Year | Geographic | Total Youth | Hispanic | White Two
Area with Chronic or
Absenteeism More
Races
2014- | Furnas 148 8.78% 91.22% *
2015 Nebraska 35,638 24.54% | 51.61% | 4.68%
2015- | Furnas 119 13.45% | 86.55% *
2016 Nebraska 38,812 25.73% | 49.68% | 4.83%
2016- | Furnas 116 17.24% | 82.76% *
2017 Nebraska 42,290 26.90% | 47.66% | 4.92%
2017- | Furnas 140 18.57% | 81.43% *
2018 Nebraska 46,365 26.81% | 47.37% | 2389
2018- | Furnas 159 8.18% 91.82% *
2019 Nebraska 46,356 27.64% | 46.27% | 5.23%

Per the Nebraska Department of Education, the * represents masked data, which they
define as 10 or fewer students, for the confidentiality of the students
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[1l.  Disabilities, English Proficiency, Eligibility for Free/Reduced Lunch and
School Year (2014-2019)

Free and reduced lunch is higher than the state average across all years, with the
exception of 2017-2018.

Year Geographic Total IDEA Free/Reduced

Area Count Lunch
2014- Furnas 1121 14.90% 49.24%
2015 Nebraska 312,281 13.66% 44 53%
2015- Furnas 1132 14.13% 47.88%
2016 Nebraska 315,542 13.64% 44.23%
2016- Furnas 1109 13.62% 47.61%
2017 Nebraska 318,853 13.80% 44.76%
2017- Furnas 1093 15.37% 44.65%
2018 Nebraska 323,391 15.87% 46.24%
2018- Furnas 1073 15.28% 49.49%
2019 Nebraska 325,984 16.13% 45.42%

VI. Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Furnas County 10" graders report higher alcohol use than the state average — 28.10% v.
20.1%. Other measures of mental health and substance abuse are consistent with the State
except 8" graders who report feeling less hopeful than the state average.

VII.  Arrest Rates and Diversion

There were 15 arrests of those under 18 in 2018 and 7 in 2019. Crime has decreased in
the County for all age groups and for juveniles from 2018 to 2019. With small
frequencies, it is difficult to make any conclusions for juvenile crime trends.

In Furnas County, there were 57 juveniles were issued a citation or referral. Of those 57,
4 were referred to diversion, 4 enrolled, and 4 successfully completed diversion. More
youth are put on probation (56) than referred to diversion (4).

Family Level
l. Poverty
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Poverty and other measures related to socioeconomic status and poverty do not appear to
be an issue in this County, as compared to the state averages

Il. Child Abuse and Neglect

Child abuse reports are substantiated at a higher rate than the State, and more are assessed
than the state average.

Abuse/Neglect Calls Reports Assessed Substantiated Unfounded
Furnas 61 41% 20% 56%
Nebraska 36,480 33.4% 16.0% 68.3%

Community Level

l. Youth Perceptions of Community Attitudes on Substance Use

In Furnas County, 10" graders report that they think their community finds alcohol and
cigarettes to be wrong or very wrong at a rate lower than the state average. There is a
smaller difference for marijuana.

gt 1ot 12t
Furnas Wrong/very wrong — Marijuana 95.80% 86.70% 84.20%
Nebraska 94.4% 89.8% 85.2%
Furnas Wrong/very wrong — alcohol 87.50% 66.70%0 65.80%0
Nebraska 89.1% 80.4% 68.7%
Furnas Wrong/very wrong — cigarettes 95.80% 83.30% 78.90%
Nebraska 92.9% 89.0% 78.7%

Policy, Legal and System L evel

l. Juvenile and Family Cases

According to the Furnas County Community Needs Assessment, there are few curfew
and 3A, 3B, and 3C filings in court. There were some uncontrollable juvenile charges in
2016 and 2017, but not in recent years. This data does not appear to be correct.

According to the Furnas County Juvenile Court, the following juvenile cases were filed
from 2018 to 2020. Curfew violations are included as "1" violations.

Case Type | 2018 | 2019 | 2020
3(a) 17 2 3
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3(b) 2 1 3
3(c) 0 1 0
lor2 18 5 5
Total 38* 10* 12*

* Includes voluntary cases

. Diversion

Furnas County operates its own diversion program.
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Hayes County Data

(All data derived from Hayes County Needs Assessment FY 2020-2021 unless otherwise indicated herein)

Youth Level
l. Population and Race

Hayes County, Nebraska has a population estimate of 893 people". The distribution by
population age 10-17 is 43 males and 36 females. The male population is comprised of
88.4% non-Hispanic white and 11.6% Hispanic or Latino. The female population is
composed of 83.3% non-Hispanic white and 16.7% Hispanic or Latino.

1. Absenteeism

Hispanic youth are over-represented in chronic absenteeism compared to the county
population and school population (data was only available for 2017-2018 because
frequencies were smaller in other years. Other races/ethnicities are too small to include in
the analysis.

Year | Geographic | Total Youth | Hispanic | White Two

Area with Chronic or

Absenteeism More

Races

2014- | Hayes 19 * 100.00% *
2015

Nebraska 35,638 24.54% 51.61% | 4.68%

2015- | Hayes 13 * 100.00% *
2016

Nebraska 38,812 25.73% 49.68% | 4.83%

2016- | Hayes 29 * 100.00% *
2017

Nebraska 42,290 26.90% 47.66% | 4.92%

2017- | Hayes 47 27.66% 72.34% *
2018

Nebraska 46,365 26.81% 47.37% 2389

2018- | Hayes 0 * * *
2019

Nebraska 46,356 27.64% 46.27% | 5.23%

Per the Nebraska Department of Education, the * represents masked data, which they
define as 10 or fewer students, for the confidentiality of the students

I1l.  Disabilities, English Proficiency, Eligibility for Free/Reduced Lunch and
School Year (2014-2019)
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Hayes County had higher IDEA plans in 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 school year. Limited
English proficiency was higher than the state average for 2017-2018. Free and reduced
lunch was higher than the state average during some years but more similar to the State in
others.

Year | Geographic Total IDEA | 504 Plan | Limited English | Free/Reduced
Area Count Proficiency Lunch
2014- | Hayes 105 17.14% * * 46.67%
2015 Nebraska 312,281 13.66% | 0.76% 5.97% 44.53%
2015- | Hayes 90 18.89% * * 44.44%
2016 Nebraska 315,542 13.64% | 0.90% 5.90% 44.23%
2016- | Hayes 94 12.77% * * 44.68%
2017 Nebraska 318,853 13.80% | 0.93% 6.99% 44.76%
2017- | Hayes 115 12.17% * 13.91% 53.04%
2018 Nebraska 323,391 15.87% | 0.88% 6.59% 46.24%
2018- | Hayes 107 11.21% * * 58.88%
2019 Nebraska 325,984 16.13% | 0.85% 6.78% 45.42%

V. Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Hayes County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey,
and there is no data available.

V. Arrest Rates and Diversion
In Hayes County, there were approximately 4 juveniles were issued a citation or referral.

Of those 4, 2 were referred to diversion, 2 enrolled, and 2 successfully completed
diversion. More youth were referred to diversion (2) than put on probation (1).

Family Level
l. Poverty

Poverty and other measures related to socioeconomic status and poverty do not appear to
be an issue in this County, as compared to the state averages

. Child Abuse and Neglect

Child abuse reports are unfounded at a higher rate than the State, but fewer are assessed.

Abuse/Neglect Calls Reports Assessed Substantiated Unfounded
Hayes 4 25% 0% 100%
Nebraska 36,480 33.4% 16.0% 68.3%

Community Level

Youth Perceptions of Community Attitudes on Substance Use
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Hayes County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey,
and thus there is no data available.

Policy, Legal and System Level

l. Juvenile and Family Cases

There are few curfew and 3A, 3B, and 3C filings in court. In 2019, according to the
Hayes County Juvenile Court, there were 3 juvenile cases. In 2020 there were 5 juvenile
cases.

. Diversion

Hayes County operates its own diversion program in conjunction with Hitchcock County.
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Hitchcock County Data

(All data derived from Hitchcock County Needs Assessment FY 2020-2021 unless otherwise indicated herein)

Youth Level

l. Population and Race

Hitchcock County, Nebraska has a population estimate of 2,815 people'. The distribution
by population age 10-17 is 120 males and 155 females. The male population is comprised
of 95.8% non-Hispanic white, 1.7% Hispanic or Latino, and 2.5% two or more races. The
female population is composed of 100% non-Hispanic white.

Il. Absenteeism

Due to limited data, it is not clear whether there are racial and ethnic disparities in
chronic absenteeism as the frequency was too low to report.

Year | Geographic | Total Youth | Hispanic | White
Area with Chronic
Absenteeism
2014- | Hitchcock 23 * 100.00%
2015 | Nebraska 35,638 24.54% 51.61%
2015- | Hitchcock 26 * 100.00%
2016 | Nebraska 38,812 25.73% 49.68%
2016- | Hitchcock 33 * 100.00%
2017 | Nebraska 42,290 26.90% 47.66%
2017- | Hitchcock 33 * 100.00%
2018 | Nebraska 46,365 26.81% 47.37%
2018- | Hitchcock 25 * 100.00%
2019 | Nebraska 46,356 27.64% 46.27%

Per the Nebraska Department of Education, the * represents masked data, which they
define as 10 or fewer students, for the confidentiality of the students

II. Disabilities, English Proficiency, Eligibility for Free/Reduced Lunch and
School Year (2014-2019)

Hitchcock County free and reduced lunch is higher than state averages. IDEA has been
below the state average from 2015 to present.

Year Geographic Total IDEA Free/Reduced

Area Count Lunch

2014- Hitchcock 294 13.27% 55.78%
2015 Nebraska 312,281 13.66% 44.53%
2015- Hitchcock 291 12.71% 59.11%
2016 Nebraska 315,542 13.64% 44.23%
2016- Hitchcock 322 9.32% 56.83%
2017 Nebraska 318,853 13.80% 44.76%
Hitchcock 292 9.59% 55.48%
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2017- Nebraska

2018 323,391 15.87% 46.24%
2018- Hitchcock 306 10.78% 56.21%
2019 Nebraska 325,984 16.13% 45.42%

V. Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Hitchcock County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey,
and there is no data available.

V. Arrest Rates and Diversion

In Hitchcock County, there were approximately 6 juveniles were issued a citation or
referral. Of those 6, 13 were referred to diversion, 13 enrolled, and 12 successfully
completed diversion. More youth were referred to diversion (13) than put on probation
(12).

Family L evel
l. Poverty

Poverty and other measures related to socioeconomic status and poverty do not appear to
be an issue in this County, as compared to the state averages.

. Child Abuse and Neglect

Child abuse reports and assessment are similar to state averages.

Community Level

l. Youth Perceptions of Community Attitudes on Substance Use

Hitchcock County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey.

Policy, Legal and System Level

l. Juvenile and Family Cases

The Hitchcock County Community Needs Assessment reflects there are few curfew and
3A, 3B, and 3C filings in court. However, such data is inaccurate. According to the
Hitchcock County Juvenile Court, the following juvenile cases were filed from 2018 to
2020.

Case Type | 2018 | 2019 | 2020
3(a) 3 0 4
3(b) 0 1 0
3(c) 0 0 0
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lor2 8 10 5
Total 11 11 9
. Diversion

Hitchcock County operates its own diversion program in conjunction with Hayes County.
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Keith County Data

(All data derived from Keith County Needs Assessment FY 2020-2021 unless otherwise indicated herein)

Youth Level

l. Population and Race

Keith County, Nebraska has a population estimate of 8,068 people“'’. The distribution by
population age 10-17 is 415 males and 372 females. The male population is comprised of
86% non-Hispanic white, 10.1% Hispanic or Latino, 2.2% black, and1.7% American
Indian. The female population is composed of 79.3% non-Hispanic white, 13.2%
Hispanic or Latino, 3.5% black, 0.3% American Indian, 0.8% Asian or Pacific Islander,
and 3% two or more races.

1. Absenteeism

Hispanic youth are overrepresented in chronic absenteeism in Keith County compared to
school membership rates.

Year | Geographic | Total Youth Hispanic | White
Area with Chronic
Absenteeism

2014- | Keith 174 24.71% 75.29%
2015 | Nebraska 35,638 24.54% 51.61%
2015- | Keith 180 11.67% 88.33%
2016 | Nebraska 38,812 25.73% 49.68%
2016- | Keith 189 25.93% 74.07%
2017 | Nebraska 42,290 26.90% 47.66%
2017- | Keith 182 27.47% 72.53%
2018 | Nebraska 46,365 26.81% 47.37%
2018- | Keith 186 27.96% 72.04%
2019 | Nebraska 46,356 27.64% 46.27%

[1l.  Disabilities, English Proficiency, Eligibility for Free/Reduced Lunch and
School Year (2014-2019)

Keith County free and reduced lunch is higher than state averages.

Year | Geographic | Total IDEA | 504 Plan | Limited English | Free/Reduced
Area Count Proficiency Lunch

2014- | Keith 1,089 11.39% | 2.66% 0.92% 48.03%

2015 Nebraska 312,281 | 13.66% | 0.76% 5.97% 44.53%

2015- | Keith 1,074 10.80% | 2.98% 1.21% 44.32%

2016 Nebraska 315,542 | 13.64% | 0.90% 5.90% 44.23%
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2016- | Keith 1,092 10.90% | 3.75% 1.37% 46.98%
2017 Nebraska 318,853 | 13.80% | 0.93% 6.99% 44.76%
2017- | Keith 1,057 13.34% | 3.78% * 47.49%
2018 Nebraska 323,391 | 15.87% | 0.88% 6.59% 46.24%
2018- | Keith 1,120 12.68% | * 1.07% 49.02%
2019 Nebraska 325,984 | 16.13% | 0.85% 6.78% 45.42%

V. Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Keith County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey, and
there is no data available.

V. Arrest Rates and Diversion

In Keith County, arrest rates for all age groups have decreased between 2018 and 2019
but have increased for people under 18 years old. Arrests for other assaults have gone up
for both age groups, liquor laws and all other offenses increased for under 18

In Keith County, there were approximately 195 juveniles were issued a citation or
referral. Of those 195, 57 were referred to diversion, 56 enrolled, and 50 successfully
completed diversion.

Compared to census and school data, Black youth were overrepresented with having
multiple charges filed, RAI overrides, probation intake, and successful probation
completion; Hispanic youth were overrepresented at diversion referrals and enrollments,
being filed on in adult court, probation intake, successful probation completion, and
probation revocation.

Youth are being referred and enrolled in diversion at the same rate, but the successful
completion rate is lower.

Family Level
l. Poverty

Keith County has higher rates of youth in poverty compared to the State.

Keith Nebraska

Poverty/SES | Children <18 in Poverty 16.8% | 14.8%

Number of children 12-17 169 43,814
below 185% poverty
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% of children 12-17 below | 32.1% | 28.9%
185% poverty

Il. Child Abuse and Neglect

Child abuse and neglect reports are assessed at a higher rate than the state average but are
substantiated at a lower rate.

Community Level

l. Youth Perceptions of Community Attitudes on Substance Use

Keith County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey.

Policy, Legal and System Level

l. Juvenile and Family Cases

The Keith County Community Needs Assessment reflects there are few curfew and 3A,
3B, and 3C filings in court. However, such data is inaccurate. According to the Keith
County Juvenile Court, the following juvenile cases were filed from 2018 to 2020.
Curfew violations are included as "1" violations.

Case Type | 2018 | 2019 | 2020

3(a) 14 13 4

3(b) 7 7 9

3(c) 0 0 1

lor2 43 69 64

Total 64 89 79
. Diversion

Keith County has operated its own diversion program for a number of years. Keith
County joined Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services in 2021. In addition to offering
juvenile diversion services, Keith County also makes diversion available for those under
21 who are charged with minor in possession.

Diversion 2017 2018 2019 2020
Juvenile 27 13 22 30
Adult €5 £ £ 25
Total * * * 55

* date is unavailable (Source: Keith County Attorney's Office)
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Perkins County Data

(All data derived from Perkins County Needs Assessment FY 2020-2021 unless otherwise indicated herein)

Youth Level

l. Population and Race

Perkins County, Nebraska has a population estimate of 2,901 people“''’. The distribution
by population age 10-17 is 175 males and 130 females. The male population is comprised
of 82.3% non-Hispanic white, 16.61% Hispanic or Latino, and 1.1% of two or more
races. The female population is composed of 96.9% non-Hispanic white and 3.1%
Hispanic or Latino.

1. Absenteeism

The number of youth with chronic absenteeism increased from 2017/2018 to 2018/2019,
almost 4 times as many cases in 2018/2019.

Year Geographic Area Total Youth with
Chronic Absenteeism
2014-2015 Perkins 30
Nebraska 35,638
2015-2016 Perkins 24
Nebraska 38,812
2016-2017 Perkins 40
Nebraska 42,290
2017-2018 Perkins 22
Nebraska 46,365
2018-2019 Perkins 85
Nebraska 46,356

1. Disabilities, English Proficiency, Eligibility for Free/Reduced Lunch and
School Year (2014-2019)

Perkins County free and reduced lunch, English proficiency, and disabilities are
consistent with state averages.

V. Mental Health and Substance Abuse
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Perkins County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey
and there is no data available.

V. Arrest Rates and Diversion

In Perkins County, the number of arrests for all ages increased from 2108 to 2019, with
the other assaults and all other offenses having the biggest increase.

There were 13 juveniles were issued a citation or referral. Of those 13, 6 were referred to
diversion, 6 enrolled, and 6 successfully completed diversion.

Hispanic youth are overrepresented at all diversion system points, successful probation
completion, and revocation of probation. Youth are begin referred to, enrolling in, and
completing diversion at the same rate and at the same rate for Hispanic and White youth.

Family L evel
l. Poverty

Perkins County has lower rates of youth in poverty compared to the State.

. Child Abuse and Neglect

Child abuse and neglect reports are assessed at a lower rate than the state average but are
found unfounded at a higher rate (83% v. 68.3%).

Community Level

l. Youth Perceptions of Community Attitudes on Substance Use

Perkins County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey.

Policy, Legal and System Level

l. Juvenile and Family Cases

The Perkins County Needs Assessment reflects there are few curfew and 3A, 3B, and 3C
filings in court. However, such data is inaccurate. According to the Perkins County
Juvenile Court, the following juvenile cases were filed from 2018 to 2020.

Case Type |2018 | 2019 | 2020
3(a) 0 1 0
3(b) 0 0 0
3(c) 0 0 0
lor?2 4 5 15
Total 4 6 15
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Il. Diversion

Perkins County has partnered with Keith County for juvenile diversion programs for a
number of years. Perkins County joined Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services in 2021.

Diversion 2017 2018 2019 2020
Juvenile 4 4 0

(Source: Keith County Attorney's Office)

5
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Red Willow County Data
(All data derived from Red Willow County Needs Assessment FY 2020-2021 unless otherwise indicated herein)

Youth Level

VI.  Population and Race

Red Willow County, Nebraska has a population estimate of 10,768 people™. The
distribution by population age 10-17 is 727 males and 512 females. The male population
is comprised of 86.2% non-Hispanic white, 6.6% Hispanic or Latino, 2.5% black, and
4.7% two or more races. The female population is composed of 80.3% non-Hispanic
white, 4.9% Hispanic or Latino, and 14.8% two or more races.

VII.  Absenteeism

Hispanic youth are over-represented in chronic absenteeism compared to the county
population and school population.

Year | Geographic | Total Youth | Hispanic White
Area with Chronic
Absenteeism
2014- | Red Willow 253 16.60% 83.40%
2015 | Nebraska 35,638 24.54% 51.61%
2015- | Red Willow 190 13.16% 86.84%
2016 | Nebraska 38,812 25.73% 49.68%
2016- | Red Willow 188 13.83% 86.17%
2017 | Nebraska 42,290 26.90% 47.66%
2017- | Red Willow 220 14.09% 85.91%
2018 | Nebraska 46,365 26.81% 47.37%
2018- | Red Willow 221 11.76% 88.24%
2019 | Nebraska 46,356 27.64% 46.27%

VIII. Disabilities, English Proficiency, Eligibility for Free/Reduced Lunch and
School Year (2014-2019)

Red Willow County is consistent with state averages for disabilities, English proficiency,
and eligibility for free/reduced lunch.

IX. Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Red Willow County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors
Survey and there is no data available.

X. Arrest Rates and Diversion
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Crime overall is down generally from 2018 to 2019; juvenile crime has remained
relatively stable. Larceny-theft and curfew/loitering decreased for juveniles; and other
assaults and runaway increased.

A much greater number of youth are put on probation (223) than referred to diversion
(43). Hispanic youth are under-represented in diversion referrals as compared to their
representation in the population. Black and Hispanic youth are over-represented in
probation revocation as compared to their representation in the population.

Family Level
l. Poverty

In Red Willow County, poverty and other measures related to socioeconomic status are
comparable to state averages.

. Child Abuse and Neglect

Child abuse reports are unfounded at a higher rate than the state average.

Abuse/Neglect Calls Reports Assessed Substantiated Unfounded
Red Willow 158 31% 8% 78%
Nebraska 36,480 33.4% 16.0% 68.3%

Community Level

l. Youth Perceptions of Community Attitudes on Substance Use

Red Willow County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors
Survey.

Policy, Legal and System Level

l. Juvenile and Family Cases

The Red Willow County Community Needs Assessment reflects that there are
significantly more 3(b) cases filed than 3(a) or 3(c).

Red Willow
Filed Subtype 2015 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | Total
3A- Homeless/Neglect 0 0 0 1 0 1
3B - 0 2 1 5 1 9
Absenteeism/Truancy
3B - Uncontrollable 4 11 8 7 10 40
3C — Mentally Il and 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dangerous
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Case Type | 2018 | 2019 | 2020

3(a) 16 11 11

3(b) 17 21 18

3(c) 1 0 1

lor2 53 38 63

Total 87 70 93
Il. Diversion

Red Willow County has operated its own diversion program for a number of years.
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Regional Mental Health Data

(All data derived from Nebraska Behavioral Health Needs Assessment, University of Nebraska Medical Center, September 2016)

State Overview

l. Mental Health

According to the Nebraska Behavioral Health Needs Assessment ("Assessment™), one in
five Nebraskans have reported experiencing mental illness within the past year, indicating
that mental health disorders are relatively widespread, chronic health conditions within
the State.

Il. Mental Health and Juveniles in Nebraska

Although young children can develop mental health disorders and substance use
disorders, these disorders become more common during adolescence and young
adulthood. A 2006 report by the National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice
(NCMHJJ) found that 70.4% of youth in the juvenile justice system met the criteria for at
least one mental disorder. (Assessment at 150).

According to the Assessment, in Nebraska, 25% of high school students reported feeling
depressed in the last year, and about 15% of high school students reported they
considered suicide. The prevalence of depression and suicide attempts is significantly
higher among female students than male students.

Depression and suicide attempts appears to peak around the 11th grade. Depression and
suicide attempts are higher among Hispanic students than Non-Hispanic White students.
Of those adolescents in Nebraska with depression, only 43% received treatment. Of those
persons 12 years and older in Nebraska with illicit drug dependence or abuse, only 11%
received treatment.

II. Health Care Professionals in the Southwest Nebraska Region

In the State of Nebraska, only five counties (Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy, Thurston, and
Fillmore) are not considered State designated mental health professional shortage areas.
Nebraska's other 79 counties are state-designated as shortage areas for psychiatrists and
mental health practitioners.

All of the nine Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services counties are in the state-designated
shortage areas for psychiatric and mental health practitioners.
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Figure §.3: Geographic Distribution of Peychiatists: 2014'%
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Assessment at 183.

Additionally, all nine counties comprising Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services are
counties with high needs for mental health services as determined by the Substance

Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.

Table 8.2: Counties wath Unnsually High Needs for bMental Health Services, Nebrazka 20141

Fegion I Fegion IT Fegion I Begion IV Begion W Fegion VI
Box Bufte Artham Adams Anralope Baler Diodze
Cheyenne Chase® Blaine’ Boone Fillmore
Drames? Dy Clay Boyd? (Faze
D] Frontier? Custer? Browm! Jefferson
Garden’ Crosper” Franklin® Burt Tohnson
Kimball* Grant Fuznas” Cadar Memaha
Momill* Haves' (Garfield’ Cherry” Chos
Scotts Blnff Hitcheock? Gresley’ Cuming Panmnes’
Sheridan’ Hooker” Hamilton Dixon! Polk
S Eeith Harlan* Holi* Richardzon
Lincoln Howard Feya Pahs’ Saumders
Logzn* Fleamey Enox Seward'
McPherson’ Loup* Mance Thayer
Peckins’ Mermick Pierce York
Fed Willow Fuckolls Platte
Thomas® Fhalps Bock®
Sherman’ Tnarston
Valley
Wehster”
Whesler
Source: 15, Census Bureau, 209-2013 5-Vear American Commmmity Survey
Motz An area was considered to have mnosually hish needs for mental health services if one of the following riteria was met:
(a) 20 percent or mare of the population (or of all housshalds) in the ares had incomes below the poverty kevel; (b) the vouth
mtio, dsfined as the mtio of the mumber of children mdsr 18 to the mmmber of aduits of azes 18 to 64, exceeded 0.6; and (c)
the elderly o, defined as the ratio of the oumber of persons aged §5 md over to the pomber of adults of ages 18 to 64,
exceaded 0 25 3 (Health Fesources and Services Adminismation, n.d)
! Metropoditan county. Federal Office of Manzement and Budzst -.’ealgnu-:m. 2009,
* Frontier county [ 7 persons/squars mil). Mational Center for Frontier Conmumities definition, U.5. Cansos Bureau 2010
Intercensal Extimates.

Assessment at 184.
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Key: Arthur (A), Chase (C), Dundy (D), Furnas (F), Hayes (Ha), Hitchcock (H), Keith (K), Perkins (P), and Red Willow (RW).

Comprehensive List of Services

SYSTEM POINT: PREVENTION

(includes programs that aim to intervene before and after problematic behaviors are identified)

Program/ Agency Name Eligible age Risk or need

Mental Health 11-18 Counseling for depression, lack of personal
support, low self-esteem, and bulling

Teammates 11-18 A one-on-one support, health relationships

Religious Organizations/Churches 0-18 Explore tolerance, diversity, and differences

Cooperative Extension/4-H 11-18 Work ethic, care, and compassion for other,
exploring careers

School Programs/assemblies 5-18 Education, social skills, and problem-solving,

reinforce educational goals

SYSTEM POINT: DIVERSION SERVICES

(diversion and services available to youth on diversion)

Program/ Agency Name Eligible age Risk or need

Diversion 11-18 Drug/alcohol use, lack of supervision, lack of
concern for others, inappropriate use of time

Mediation 12-18 Lack of concern for others, inappropriate
behaviors

Truancy Program 11-18 Discipline, communication, organizational skills,
and setting goals

Alcohol Anonymous/Narcotics Anonymous 11-18 Taking responsibility, identifying destructive
activities, identifying positive activities, positive
support group

Boys Town 11-18 Help build positive life skills

Youth groups (All) 11-18 Learning to overcome challenges and improve
outcomes

Bridge of Hope 11-18 Advocate and provide a voice for the youth,
emotional support for the youth

Region Il Services (A, D, C, F, H, Ha, K, P, 11-18 Accountability of youth, involving family

RW) supports, intervention/prevention to thwart
further illegal activity

Region 111 Services (F) 11-18 Accountability of youth, involving family
supports, intervention/prevention to thwart
further illegal activity

GPS Tracking Services (F) 11-18 Tracking of juvenile to ensure compliance with

requirements of school attendance and curfew
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SYSTEM POINT: ALTERNATIVES TO DETENTION FOR PRE-ADJUDICATED
YOUTH ONLY

(include any programs that allow youth to remain in the community after any contact with law enforcement)

Program/ Agency Name Eligible age Risk or need

Alcohol Anonymous/Narcotics Anonymous | 11-18 Support group of peers, non-judgmental, learning
effects/problems with drug/alcohol use, recovery and
prevention further use

Church youth groups/outings 11-18 Emotional support of youth, accountability for
actions, learn self-respect

CASA 11-18 Insight with compassion and healing for youth

Special Olympics 11-18 Assistance establishing and education plan,
permanency, health, well-being, and rights of
challenged youth

Nebraska Game & Parks 11-18 Learn a skill/craft, discipline, positive self-
confidence

Community Organized Sports 11-18 Safe and positive experience for youth, social skills,

teamwork, and communication skills

KNOWN GAPS IN SERVICES

(include any programs that allow youth to remain in the community after any contact with law enforcement)

Program/ Agency Name

Eligible age

Risk or need

Mental Health (A, C, D, H, Ha, F)

0-18

Lack of providers/services in the counties for mental
health to counsel the youth or families

CASA (A, C, D)

12-18

Lack of provider services to assist youth with
necessary tools to address legal issues, understanding
consequences for actions

Youth groups (All)

12-18

Learning to overcome challenges and improve
outcomes

Community Organized Sports

12-18

Safe and positive experience for youth, social skills,
teamwork, and communication skills

Alcohol Anonymous/Narcotics Anonymous
(D.C)

12-18

Taking responsibility, identifying destructive
activities, identifying positive activities, positive
support group

Alcohol/Drug Treatment for Juveniles (All)

12-18

Lack of provider services to provide community
treatment for juveniles with alcohol and/or drug
problems. Current providers do not specifically
provide treatment for juvenile alcohol and/or drug
problems.

Special Olympics (C, D)

12-18

Assistance establishing and education plan,
permanency, health, well-being, and rights of
challenged youth
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Community Analysis and Response (CAR) Final
Worksheet

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS & RESPONSE WORKSHEET

Identified Need Existing Program, Agency, or | Eligible age Does this program accomplish
Resource the desired change? If no, what
is missing?
Mental health needs of youth DHHS hotline calls, Southwest | 0-18 DHHS intake acceptance in very
and families Nebraska Juvenile Services 12-18 low/cases are overlooked. Lack of

agency support for families in rural
areas. Southwest Juvenile Services
can only provide limited mental
health services.

Youth who commit minor crimes | Juvenile Diversion Program 12-18 years This program cannot serve 18+,
and we have a large number of
illegal minors driving vehicles
who are not allowed by law get
driver's license. Chase and Keith
does allow juvenile adult diversion

for MIPs.

Elementary school youth with CPS calls /welfare check 5-12 years CPS / formal handling often does

high percent of absenteeism not get at the root cause of the
absenteeism.

Truancy Juvenile Diversion Program 0-18 This program does not serve 0-12
year of age.

Special Olympics (C, D) School system 0-18 The rural area schools do not have

recourses to transport youth 60
mile one (1) way to participate in

activities
Parental Drug Use Treatment Drug Treatment Centers All For those that can get treatment,
and Prevention such treatment appears to help.

However, such treatment facilities
are not local, and many individuals
cannot afford to obtain help or
resources.
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Gaps to be Filled Worksheet

GAPS IN THE CONTINUUM

Brief Data Snapshot

Existing Program, Agency, or
Resource

Eligible age

Does this program accomplish
the desired change? If no, what
is missing?

Truancy

Juvenile program 12-18

Developing a truancy diversion
program in Chase County

Mental Health

Southwest Nebraska Juvenile 12-18

Services

Lack of providers to assist in
program.

Region Il and 111

All 9 counties in this plan 12-18

Accountability of youth, involving
family supports,
intervention/prevention to thwart
further illegal activity

CASA (C)

County services 12-18

Introducing/assisting CASA to the
County and sharing of resources

Diversion Program (A, K, and P)

Keith County Attorney's Office | 12-18

Interlocal agreement between
Keith and Arthur, and Keith and
Perkins in which Keith will
administer diversion program;
Diversion Officer with multi-
county JCMIS certificate to enter
data for Arthur, Keith, and Perkins
County

Diversion Program (C and D)

Chase County Attorney's Office | 12-18

Interlocal agreement between
Chase & Dundy in which Chase
County will administer diversion
program; Officer with multi-
county JCMIS certificate to enter
data for Chase & Dundy County

GPS Tracking Services

All 9 counties in this Plan 12-18

Tracking of juveniles to ensure
with requirements of school
attendance and curfew

Drug/Alcohol Education/Testing

All 9 counties in this Plan 12-18

Substance abuse evaluation for
drugs/alcohol if drugs/alcohol are
involved in offense; submit to
urinalysis within 24 hours upon
Diversion Officer's request

Diversion Officer Training

All 9 counties in this Plan 12-18

Improve training of diversion
officers in areas of mental health
and substance abuse needs; seek
additional evidence-based
practices and curriculum; increase
community resources and contacts
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List of Team Members

Rory J. Roundtree Attorney, NSBA #25198

Deputy Chase County
921 Broadway Street
Imperial, NE 69033
Phone: (308) 882-7515

Randy Fair, NSBA #22351
Keith County Attorney
121 West 3'9 Street
Ogallala, NE 69153
Phone: (308) 284-2091

Gary Burke, NSBA #24289
Dundy County Attorney
PO Box 313

Benkelman, NE 69021
Phone: (308) 423-5225

Paul Wood, NSBA # 18671
Red Willow County Attorney
502 Norris Avenue

McCook, NE 69001

Phone: (308) 345-7905

Morgan Farquhar, NSBA #24932
Furnas County Attorney

912 “R” Street

Beaver City, NE 68926

Phone: (308) 68926

Renee Ruhlman, LPC

Clarity & Solutions Counseling, LLC
423 Main Street, Suite 1

Wray, CO 80758

Phone: (303) 915-4253

Cynthia Schoenberger
Chase County Treasurer
PO Box 1299

Imperial, NE 69033
Phone: (308) 882-7510

Arlan G. Wine, NSBA #15530
Chase County Attorney

921 Broadway Street

Imperial, NE 69033

Phone: (308) 882-7515

Richard Roberts, NSBA# 15465
Perkins & Arthur County Attorney
PO Box 889

Grant, NE 69140

Phone: (308) 352-7552

D. Eugene Garner, NSBA# 19170
Hitchcock & Hayes County Attorney
PO Box 248

Trenton, NE 69044

Phone: (308) 334-5616

Emily Wood, NSBA #26641
Deputy Red Willow County Atty
502 Norris Avenue

McCook, NE 69001

Phone: (308) 345-7905

Karen Baker, Admin Assistant
Chase County Attorney’s Office
921 Broadway Street

Imperial, NE 69033

Phone: (308) 882-7515

Merriul Thomas, MS, LIMHP, CPC
All-Season Counseling Centre, LLC
PO Box 744

McCook, NE 69001

Phone: (308) 3454676

Debra K. Clark

Chase County Clerk
PO Box 1299
Imperial, NE 69033
Phone: (308) 882-7501
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Kevin Mueller, #972
Chase County Sheriff
921 Broadway Street
Imperial, NE 69033
Phone: (308) 882-4748

Makayla Crawford, M.S.

NE Health & Human Services, Region Il
North Platte, NE 69101

Phone: (308) 532-3351

Julia Maddux, Community Health Worker
74287 Avenue 333

Imperial, NE 69033

Phone: (308) 350-0014

Melissa Rosales, Admin Assistant
Keith County Attorney's Office
121 West 3" Street

Ogallala, NE 69153

Phone: (308) 284-2091

Dennis Kunnemann

Chase County Commissioner
921 Broadway Street
Imperial, NE 69033

Phone: (308) 882-6049

Rod Gaston, Assistant Principal
Wauneta-Palisade School
Wauneta, NE 69045

Phone: (308) 394-5700

Lydia Garcia, Diversion Officer
921 Broadway Street

Imperial, NE 69033

Phone: (308) 882-7515
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Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services History

The Southwest Youth Task Force was initially established in 2014. After the lead county
changed from Red Willow County to Chase County in August 2018, the new Southwest
Youth Task Force team discussed goals of developing programming and providing services
to youth and their families across six (6) counties: Chase, Dundy, Furnas, Hayes,
Hitchcock, and Red Willow. The team adopted the new name of Southwest Nebraska
Juvenile Services and has operated under that name since 2018. In late 2020/early 2021,
Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services discussed expanding services to include the
counties of Arthur, Keith, and Perkins. The County Boards of the three new members of
Southwest Juvenile Services have entered into MOUSs, including them in Southwest
Nebraska Juvenile Services.

The Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services was formed initially with having the County
Attorney for each County, the mental health providers, school personnel, and essential
personnel to conduct the grant activities. Since that initial time, the team has expanded its
membership to include members of interested individuals in the community. The team is
still expanding as we continue to learn and grow with the needs of the counties,
communities, and individuals that we can serve.

The Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services meets quarterly at the Chase County
Courthouse to keep the team informed of how each County is doing, continuation of
developing the program(s), and providing services to youth and their families to support
the individuals that are receiving services from the grant.
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Closing Comments

Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services has expanded in 2021 to include nine (9) counties
in the Southwest region of the State of Nebraska. All counties are considered rural and are
primarily comprised of an agricultural-based economy. The members of Southwest
Nebraska Juvenile Services generally face similar shortfalls in access to services for
juveniles. A general overview of the Community Needs Assessments demonstrates the
following general needs of the member communities:

e Lack of services for all juveniles, but specifically those 0 to 6 years of age.
e Lack of mental health availability for all age groups, including juveniles.

e Inthose counties with a significant Hispanic or Latino population, such population
is overrepresented in the juvenile justice system and, in some cases,
disproportionately receives a sentence of probation. Given the relatively small
sample sizes, additional conclusions are difficult to ascertain, but it is something
observable across the counties.

e Due to large Hispanic and Latino populations in the Southwestern Nebraska region,
there are significant language barriers which may cause problems in the juvenile
justice system. Additional resources, including bilingual diversion officers and
documents in both English and Spanish, are needed to ensure availability to all
members of the community.

e There is a general lack of data on the attitudes of juveniles as most counties did not
participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey. Member counties
need to take the lead in encouraging data collection for purposes of data analysis
and evidence-based practices.

e While most counties provide diversion services, such services can and should be
expanded to divert additional youth from the criminal justice system.

Based upon the information contained herein, the following are priorities consistent with
the needs of all member counties of Southwest Nebraska Juvenile Services:

Priority No. 1: Develop and implement programs and resources to help youth with mental
health and/or substance abuse issues to reduce youths entering the juvenile justice system
and truancy.

Priority No. 2: Develop and implement programs to reduce truancy in Southwest
Nebraska.

Priority No. 3: Provide resources and develop program partnerships with existing
diversion programs to reduce the number of youths entering the juvenile justice system
and to encourage collaboration among members on best practices of such programs.
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Appendices

Appendix A: Completed Community Needs Assessment (CNA) for nine (9) member
counties

Appendix B: Approval Letter/minutes from Governing Board

Appendix C: Multi-County or Tribe Group MOUs

Appendix D: Nebraska Behavioral Health Needs Assessment, University of Nebraska
Medical Center, September 2016

' Population data: Arthur County, Table B01003, 2019 American Community Survey 5-
year Estimates Detailed, U.S. Census Bureau

' Population data: Chase County, Table B01003, 2019 American Community Survey 5-
year Estimates Detailed, U.S. Census Bureau

il Population data: Dundy County, Table B01003, 2019 American Community Survey
5-year Estimates Detailed, U.S. Census Bureau

vV Population data: Furnas County, Table B01003, 2019 American Community Survey
5-year Estimates Detailed, U.S. Census Bureau

V' Population data: Hayes County, Table B01003, 2019 American Community Survey 5-
year Estimates Detailed, U.S. Census Bureau

Vi Population data: Hitchcock County, Table B01003, 2019 American Community
Survey 5-year Estimates Detailed, U.S. Census Bureau

Vil population data: Keith County, Table B01003, 2019 American Community Survey 5-
year Estimates Detailed, U.S. Census Bureau

Vil population data: Perkins County, Table B01003, 2019 American Community Survey
5-year Estimates Detailed, U.S. Census Bureau

 Population data: Red Willow County, Table B01003, 2019 American Community
Survey 5-year Estimates Detailed, U.S. Census Bureau
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Youth Level

While we could not get race/ethnicity data for chronic absenteeism in this community because

the frequency was too low to report, Hispanic, Native American, and Black youth are over-
represented statewide in chronic absenteeism.
e The number of youth with chronic absenteeism went up from 2017/2018 to 2018/2019
e Arthur County has a 92.5% graduation rate the past 5 years
¢ This community has not participated in the NRPFSS and should consider participating in the
next survey year (2021) to get youth-level data on mental health, gangs, supportive adults and
community perceptions of substance use.
e There was no arrest data for Arthur County from 2015-2019.
JJI did not have risk assessment scores for diversion from the 2015-2017 assessment
evaluation to include. If the county is not using a validated assessment tool, then it should begin
doing so (there will be a statewide tool coming in July 2021). If the county does have
assessment data in digital format for JJI to analyze, we would be happy to update this table
e There was no data from diversion, courts, or probation for RED analysis.

Table 1.

Distribution of the Population Age 10-17 by Race/Ethnicity and Gender (5-year estimates, 2014-2018) 2

Males
Total Non-
Geographic Count Hispanic Hispanic or American Asian or Pacific 2+
Area White Latino Black Indian Islander Races
Nebraska 108,494 70.4% 16.2% 5.7% 1.4% 2.0% 4.4%
Arthur 22 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Females
Total Non-
Count Hispanic Hispanic or American Asian or Pacific 2+
Geographic Area White Latino Black Indian Islander Races
Nebraska 102,658 | 70.4% 16.2% 5.7% 1.4% 2.0% 4.4%
Arthur 41 82.9% 2.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 14.6%

Click here to go back to RED analysis
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School Membership by Race/ Ethnicity and School Year (2014-2019) °

NEBRASKA

Year | Geographic | Total | Hispanic | Asian | American | Black or Native White Two
Area Count Indian or | African | Hawaiian or
Alaska | American | or Other More
Native Pacific Races
islander
2014- | Arthur 107 1.87% | 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 98.13% | 0.00%
2015 | Nebraska 312,281 | 17.74% | 2.43% 1.42% 6.70% 0.13% 68.20% | 3.38%
2015- | Arthur 109 0.00% | 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% | 0.00%
2016 | Nebraska 315,542 | 18.08% | 2.53% 1.38% 6.67% 0.14% 67.72% | 3.47%
2016- | Arthur 114 0.00% | 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% | 0.00%
2017 | Nebraska 318,853 | 18.61% | 2.66% 1.38% 6.69% 0.15% 66.92% | 3.59%
2017- | Arthur 111 0.00% | 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% | 0.00%
2018 | Nebraska 323,391 | 18.80% | 2.76% 1.35% 6.67% 0.14% 66.50% | 3.78%
2018- | Arthur 125 0.00% | 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% | 0.00%
2019 | Nebraska 325,984 | 19.13% | 2.83% 1.33% 6.63% 0.15% 66.02% | 3.91%
Table 3.
Chronic Absenteeism by Race/Ethnicity and School Year (2014 - 2019)°
Year | Geographic | Total Youth | Hispanic | Asian | American | Black or Native White Two
Area with Chronic Indian or | African | Hawaiian or
Absenteeism Alaska | American | or Other More
Native Pacific Races
islander
2014- | Arthur 0 * * * * * * *
2015 | Nebraska 35,638 24.54% | 1.64% 4.42% 12.93% 0.19% 51.61% | 4.68%
2015- | Arthur 0 * * * * * * *
2016 | Nebraska 38,812 25.73% | 1.55% 4.27% 13.68% 0.27% 49.68% | 4.83%
2016- | Arthur 12 * * * * * 100.00% *
2017 | Nebraska 42,290 26.90% | 1.66% 4.40% 14.22% 0.24% 47.66% | 4.92%
2017- | Arthur 0 * * * * * * *
2018 | Nebraska 46,365 26.81% | 1.77% 4.18% 14.49% 0.22% 47.37% | 2389
2018- | Arthur 11 * * * * * 100.00% *
2019 | Nebraska 46,356 27.64% | 1.76% 4.16% 14.71% 0.23% 46.27% | 5.23%

Per the Nebraska Department of Education, the * represents masked data, which they define as 10 or fewer
students, for the confidentiality of the students
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Table 4.
Disabilities, English Proficiency, Eligibility for Free/Reduced Lunch and School Year (2014 — 2019)

Year Geographic Total IDEA | 504 Plan Limited English Free/Reduced
Area Count Proficiency Lunch
2014- Arthur 107 14.02% * * *
2015 Nebraska 312,281 | 13.66% | 0.76% 5.97% 44.53%
2015- Arthur 109 13.76% * * *
2016 Nebraska 315,542 | 13.64% | 0.90% 5.90% 44.23%
2016- Arthur 114 15.79% * * *
2017 Nebraska 318,853 | 13.80% | 0.93% 6.99% 44.76%
2017- Arthur 111 11.71% * * *
2018 Nebraska 323,391 | 15.87% | 0.88% 6.59% 46.24%
2018- Arthur 125 9.60% * * *
2019 Nebraska 325,984 |16.13% | 0.85% 6.78% 45.42%

Per the Nebraska Department of Education, the * represents masked data, which they define as 10 or fewer
students, for the confidentiality of the students

Table 5.
Nebraska Public High School 4-Year Graduation Rates by County (5-year estimates, 2015-2019) °©

County Total in Last 5 Years Yearly Averages Graduation
Graduates Students Graduates Students Rate Rank

Nebraska 100,111 112,857 20,022.2 22,571.4 88.7% -

Arthur 37 40 7.4 8.0 92.5% 64

Data are only for public school districts and their associated high schools. The figures are aggregated based
on the location of the school, not the residential location of the student. The figures for Dawes County are
impacted by a vocational school where graduation rates are less than 25%; in the rest of the county graduation
rates equal 93%.

Table 6.
Youth Who Report Mental Health Symptoms and Substance Use by Grade (2018) ¢

8th 1oth 12th
Arthur Loss of sleep from worry -- -- --
Nebraska 18.0% 20.6% 21.6%
Arthur Depressed -- -- --
Nebraska 31.1% 34.8% 35.3%
Arthur Considered/Attempted suicide -- -- --
Nebraska 22.9% 18.2% 16.2%
Arthur Current alcohol -- -- --
Nebraska 9.8% 20.1% 34.2%
Arthur Current binge drinking -- -- --
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Nebraska 1.3% 6.2% 15.0%
Arthur Current marijuana -- -- --
Nebraska 3.0% 7.3% 13.9%
Arthur Current tobacco -- -- --
Nebraska 3.7% 8.0% 15.3%
Arthur Current vaping -- -- --
Nebraska 10.4% 24.7% 37.3%
Arthur Hopeful for future (past week) - - -
Nebraska 78.0% 76.1% 77.6%

*Arthur County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey

*JJl is currently waiting for the legal team at DHHS to approve providing this data

Table 7.

Juveniles Referred to Services ©

Table 8.

Juveniles Referred to Services by Race/Ethnicity, Gender, and Mental Health Diagnosis ©

Table 9.

Juveniles Who Utilized Services ©

Table 10.

Types of Services Utilized ©

Table 11.

Youth Who Report Gang Involvement by Grade (2018) ¢

8th 1oth 12th

Arthur Youth Reported Gang Involvement -- -- --
Nebraska 3.8% 4.4% 3.8%

*Arthur County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey
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Table 12.
Arrest Rates for Adults and Juveniles for 2018 and 2019 with Percent Change

f

Arrestee Age All Arrestee Ages Under 18
Summary Arrest Date 2018 | 2019 2018 - 2019 2018 | 2019 2018 - 2019
Growth % Growth %
Jurisdiction by Geography ARTHUR COUNTY
Arrest Offense
Total - - - R -
Table 13a.
Risk Assessment Domains for Youth Assessed on Diversion (2015 - 2017) ¢
Arthur All NYS Counties
Score 0 1 2 0 1 2
Family Circumstance/Parenting 60.1% | 26.7% | 13.1%
Education/Employment 43.0% | 44.0% | 13.1%
Peer Relationships 44.7% | 46.6% | 8.6%
Substance Use 61.4% | 30.3% | 8.3%
Leisure/Recreation 50.6% | 33.0% | 16.5%
Personality/Behavior 50.1% | 39.4% | 10.4%
Attitudes/Orientation 61.3% | 33.7% | 5.0%
Mean Score M =564, SD = 3.65, 0-17
Could not compute because county did not have any risk assessments completed
Table 14.
Racial and Ethnic Disparities Descriptives (2015-2019)
Click here to see Census and School Population Data
*Data were not separated by year because there were too few cases
System Point N Amer. Asian/ Black | Hispanic/ | Multiple/ | Unspec/ | White
Indian/ Pacific Latino Other Missing
Alaskan Islander
Native

Law enforcement - - - - —
contact
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Youth taken to
temporary custody

Youth issued
citation/referral

Youth referred to
diversion

Youth enrolled in
diversion

Successful
completion diversion

Youth with multiple
charges

Filed on in adult court

RAI Override: More
Severe

RAI Override: Less
Severe

Probation intake

Successful probation

Revocation of
probation

Youth in OJS
custody

OJS custody: placed
in detention

Youth booked into
detention

Youth booked into
detention more than
once
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Family Level

e Arthur County has higher rates of youth below 185% poverty compared to the state.

o Number of adults with bachelor’s degrees is lower than the state average; it may be possible that
residents who go to college outside of Arthur County find employment where they go to school
and do not return to Arthur County.

e Youth in Arthur County have access to computers and internet at home at higher rates than the
state (ranked 1%t in the state for computers and 3™ for internet in the home)

e 100% of homes in Arthur County have a vehicle available.

Table 15.
Poverty/SES, Educational Attainment, Technology and Computers in Home, Housing, and Transportation (5-
year estimates, 2014-2018) @

Arthur Nebraska
Poverty/SES Children <18 in Poverty 11.7% 14.8%
Number of children 12- 16 43,814
17 below 185% poverty
% of children 12-17 34.8% 28.9%
below 185% poverty

Educational attainment Age 25+ with B.D. 27.9% 31.3%

County Rank 11 -
Age 25+ with some 24.3% 23.0%

college, no degree

County Rank 43 -
Age 25+ with HS degree 94.3% 91.1%

County Rank 20 -
Technology and computers in the home % under 18 with a 100% 96.9%

computer at home

County Rank 1 -

% under 18 with an 99.1% 91.0%
internet subscription at
home

County Rank 3 -

% under 18 with 99.1% 90.8%
broadband internet
access at home
County Rank 3 -
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Housing Owner-occupied 131 498,567
households
Total households 193 754,063
Owner % 67.9% 66.1%
Renters 62 255,496
Renter % 32.1% 33.9%
Transportation Households with no 0 40,465
vehicle available
Total households 193 754,063
No vehicle % 0.0% 5.4%
Table 16.
Youth Who Report Supportive Adults by Grade (2018) ¢
8th 10th 12th
Arthur Adult at home who listens - - -
Nebraska 87.3% 85.0% 85.6%
Arthur Adult at school who listens - - -
Nebraska 85.2% 85.0% 87.4%

*Arthur County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey

Table 17.

Domestic Violence Reports and Cleared by Arrest or Exceptional Means (2019) "

Aggravated Aggravated Simple Domestic Simple Domestics
Domestic Assaults | Domestic Assaults | Assaults Reported Assaults Cleared
Reported Cleared by Arrest by Arrest or
or Exceptional Exceptional Means
Means
Arthur 0 0 0 0
Nebraska 562 402 3512 2019
Table 18.
Child Abuse and Neglect Reports (2018)
Abuse/Neglect Calls | Reports Assessed | Substantiated Unfounded
Arthur 0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Nebraska 36,480 33.4% 16.0% 68.3%

10
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Community Level

Juvenile record sealing is not “automatic” even if statute requires it to seal. Sealing a record
requires administrative staff to initiate the process. Dismissed or dropped cases should be
sealed at a rate of 100%. All others should be sealed at the rate to which youth successfully
complete their court requirements (completion of diversion, probation, restorative practice, or
other treatment). Yearly data is available in the Appendix to see if the rate has improved
because of legislation, but newer cases should naturally have lower rates of sealing than older
cases.

o Arthur County only has 1 case in the last 5 years, and it was sealed.

Data for race and ethnicity at each juvenile justice system point is imperative for an accurate
Racial and Ethnic Disparities (RED) analysis. The court trial database (JUSTICE) has a high

rate of missing data by race/ethnicity in this county.

Table 19.

Community Violence Measured by Arrests for Violent Crime (2019)

Type of Violence Arthur Nebraska

Murder and Nonnegligent manslaughter -- 34

Rape -- 264

Robbery -- 367

Aggravated Assault -- 1,639

Other Assaults -- 8,782
Table 20.

Youth Perceptions of Community Attitudes on Substance Use by Grade (2018) ¢

8th 10th 12th
Arthur Wrong/very wrong — Marijuana -- -- --
Nebraska 94.4% 89.8% 85.2%
Arthur Wrong/very wrong — alcohol -- -- --
Nebraska 89.1% 80.4% 68.7%
Arthur Wrong/very wrong — cigarettes -- -- --
Nebraska 92.9% 89.0% 78.7%

*Arthur County did not participate in the Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey
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Table 21.
Juvenile Court Record Sealing Analysis (2015 —2019) ™

see Appendix for yearly data

Number of charges Total Number of Sealed
Sealed charges (%)

Dismissed or Dropped 1 1 100%
Offered Diversion, mediation, or RJ - - -
Filed in Juv. Court -- -- -
Filed in Adult Court (M or 1) -- - -
Filed in Adult Court and Transferred to -- - -
Juv. Court
Total 1 1 100%

*Cases offered diversion, mediation or RJ are not available data points in in JUSTICE. All cases filed in adult
court and transferred to juvenile court overlapped with cases that were filed in adult court as a misdemeanor or
infraction; as such, they were omitted from analysis

12
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Policy, Legal and System Level

e There are no juvenile court cases in 2018 to look at access to counsel.
There are no curfew and 3A, 3B, and 3C filings in court so the community is diverting
appropriately or have few citations for these offenses.
e At the time of this needs assessment Arthur County does not have a juvenile diversion
program, as such, did not complete the survey.
o With respect to diversion practices, the community may want to consider a few things:
o Not filing all unsuccessful cases, if the youth completed most of the diversion plan
o Allowing warning letters for the lowest risk youth
o Comparing diversion fees to court costs so they are comparable. With a higher proportion of
children <18 in poverty, perhaps offering scholarships.
o Having a process for sealing records for youth on diversion with law enforcement and JCMS,
as required by statute.

Table 22.
Percent of Youth in Juvenile Court Who Had Access to Counsel (2018) "

Arthur Nebraska
Access to Counsel No Juvenile Court Cases 73.5%

Neb. Rev. 43-272. Right to counsel; appointment; payment; guardian ad litem; appointment; when; duties;
standards for guardians ad litem; standards for attorneys who practice in juvenile court.

(1)(a) In counties having a population of less than one hundred fifty thousand inhabitants, when any juvenile shall be brought
without counsel before a juvenile court, the court shall advise such juvenile and his or her parent or guardian of their right
to retain counsel and shall inquire of such juvenile and his or her parent or guardian as to whether they desire to retain
counsel.

(b) In counties having a population of one hundred fifty thousand or more inhabitants, when any juvenile court petition is
filed alleging jurisdiction of a juvenile pursuant to subdivision (1), (2), (3)(b), or (4) of section 43-247, counsel shall be
appointed for such juvenile.

13
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Table 23.

Frequency of Youth with a Curfew Violation (2015 —2019) ™
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Arthur Nebraska

Curfew Court Filing 0 352

Table 24.

Court Filing for 3A, 3B, and 3C cases (2015 -2019) ™

Arthur
Filed Subtype 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total
3A- Homeless/Neglect 0 0 0 0 0 0
3B — Absenteeism/Truancy 0 0 0 0 0 0
3B - Uncontrollable 0 0 0 0 0 0
3C — Mentally Il and Dangerous 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nebraska

Filed Subtype 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total
3A- Homeless/Neglect 0 2 0 2 3 7
3B — Absenteeism/Truancy 96 510 493 423 475 1997
3B - Uncontrollable 47 118 125 119 82 491
3C — Mentally Il and Dangerous 22 48 37 22 23 306

Table 25.

County Diversion Procedures and Protocols Compared to Statewide Responses (2020) °©

Arthur Nebraska *

Refer ALL juveniles who are first -- Yes: 27.3%

time offenders to diversion No: 63.6%
Not sure: 9.1%

File a juvenile's charges at the -- Yes: 18.2%

time of the referral to diversion No: 70.5%

Not sure: 11.4%

File a juvenile's charges if they are
unsuccessful on diversion

Always: 47.7%
Sometimes: 47.7%
Not sure: 4.5%

Allow a juvenile to complete
diversion more than once

Yes: 61.4%
No: 34.1%
Not sure: 4.5%
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Charges/offenses that make a -- Yes: 86.4%
juvenile ineligible for diversion No: 9.1%
Not sure: 4.5%
Warning letters instead of -- Yes: 27.3%
intervention No: 61.4%
Not sure: 11.4%
Currently drug test - Yes: 31.8%
No: 65.9%
Not sure: 2.3%
Fees beyond restitution -- Yes: 86.4%
No: 13.6%
Not sure: 0.0%
Use of graduated responses prior -- Yes: 47.7%
to discharge No: 25.0%
Not sure: 27.3%
Sealing diversion records - Yes: 59.1%
No: 22.7%
Not sure: 18.2%

*responses included 44 juvenile diversion programs; representing 68 counties/tribe (91.9% response rate)
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Community Team Level

e Arthur County did not receive CBA funding in either 2019 or 2020 when the two Collective
Impact surveys were completed, as such, there is no data available.

Table 26.
Collective Impact Survey Response Rates P

Nebraska
Year of survey 2019 2020 2019 2020
Number of surveys sent - - 1407 780
Number of completed surveys - - 221 345
Response rate -- -- 28.3% 24.5%
Table 27.
Collective Impact Survey Scores P
Nebraska
Year of survey 2019 2020 2019 2020
Mean Score Mean Score
Common agenda -- -- 5.29 5.69
Mutually reinforcing -- -- 5.37 5.50
Shared measurement -- -- 5.21 5.45
Continuous communication -- -- 5.49 5.55
Backbone agency -- -- 5.52 5.78

The five elements of Collective Impact are:

¢ Common agenda: Participants have a shared vision and common understanding of both the problem and
potential solutions to that problem.

¢ Mutually reinforcing activities: Participant activities must be differentiated while still being coordinated
through a mutually reinforcing plan of action.
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¢ Shared measurement: Collecting data and measuring results consistently across all participants ensures
efforts remain aligned and participants hold each other accountable.

¢ Continuous communication: Consistent and open communication is needed across stakeholders to build
trust, assure mutual objectives, and create common motivation.

* Backbone support: Creating and managing Collective Impact often requires a separate organization(s)
with staff and a specific set of skills to serve as the backbone for the entire initiative and to coordinate
participating organizations ¢

Table 28.
Community Planning Team Diversity P

Nebraska

N=1|(%) | N=345| (%)
Gender
Male -- -- 101 29.3%
Female -- -- 229 66.4%
Missing - | - 15 4.3%
Age
Under 30 -- -- 19 5.6%
30-39 -- -- 68 19.6%
40-49 -- -- 88 25.4%
50-59 -- -- 90 25.8%
60 and over - -- 44 13%
Missing -- -- 36 10.4%
Race/Ethnicity
White -- -- 230 66.7%
Black - - 10 2.9%
Hispanic -- -- 13 3.8%
Native American - - 6 1.7%
Asian -- -- 1 0.3%
Other - - 2 0.6%
Provided town name -- -- 63 18.3%
Missing -- -- 19 5.5%
Previous System Involvement
Yes - - 98 28.4%
No -- -- 242 70.1%
Missing - - 5 1.4%

System Point*
Law enforcement -- -- 34 7.8%
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County attorney/ juvenile court -- -- 32 7.3%
K-12 or secondary education -- -- 65 14.9%
Ministry/faith based - | - 10 2.3%
Diversion -- -- 55 12.6%
Probation -- -- 31 7.1%
Public defender/ defense counsel/ guardian ad litem | -- -- 8 1.8%
DHHS or Child Welfare -- -- 13 3.0%
Treatment provider -- -- 40 9.2%
Post adjudication or detention - - 8 1.8%
Community based program -- -- 109 25.0%
Elected official or government -- -- 6 1.4%
Restorative practices -- -- 6 1.4%
Backbone or system improvement - - 3 0.7%
Other -- -- 16 3.7%
Voice on Team

Feel heard -- -- 270 78.3%
Do not feel heard -- -- 75 21.7%

*note. Team members could have selected more than one system point; as such, they do not add up to 100%
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Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, UNO Center for Public Affairs Research on July 10, 2020
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2Home owner/transportation: Table B25045, 2014-2018 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, UNO Center for Public Affairs Research on 8-11-20

2Education attainment: Table B15002, 2014-2018 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: David Drozd, UNO Center for Public Affairs Research on 3-18-2020

® School membership, chronic absenteeism, student disability, and free/reduced lunch: Prepared by
Sara Simonsen, Nebraska Department of Education

¢ Graduation rates: Special Tabulation by Sara Simonsen, Nebraska Department of Education
Prepared by: David Drozd, UNO Center for Public Affairs Research on 7-24-2020

4 Mental health, Substance use, gang, and community perceptions of substance use: Bureau of
Sociological Research, Nebraska Risk and Protective Factors Survey:
https://bosr.unl.edu/current-nrpfss-county-level-data

¢ Referral to and utilization of services: Department of Health and Human Services

f Adult and juvenile arrests: Nebraska Crime Commission, Crime Statistics:
https://crimestats.ne.gov/public/Browse/browsetables.aspx
¢ Diversion programs

h Domestic violence: Nebraska Crime Commission, Domestic Assault:
https://ncc.nebraska.gov/sites/ncc.nebraska.gov/files/doc/2019%20Domestic%20Assault%20and%20Arrest%?2
0by%20County 0.pdf

'Child abuse and neglect: Department of Health and Human Services, Child Abuse and Neglect Annual Data
Calendar Year 2018, retrieved from Child Abuse and Neglect Annual Data Report - 2019

ICommunity violence: Nebraska Crime Commission, Crime Statistics:
https://crimestats.ne.gov/public/Browse/browsetables.aspx
kDistance to detention facility: Google Maps
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™ Court Filings and Juvenile Record Sealing: Data provided by the Nebraska Judicial Branch Trial Court
Case Management System, JUSTICE. Prepared by: Lindsey Wylie, UNO Juvenile Justice Institute on 9-1-20

" Access to Counsel: Kids Count in Nebraska Report, Voices for Children, retrieved from:
www.voicesforchildren.com/kidscount. Data originally from Nebraska Judicial Branch Trial Court Case
Management System, JUSTICE

°Diversion procedures and protocols: Diversion survey distributed to Juvenile Diversion programs, 2020.
Prepared by: Lindsey Wylie, UNO Juvenile Justice Institute

P Collective impact: Collective impact surveys distributed to Community Planning Teams, 2019 and 2020.
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Appendix: Sealed Court Records by Year

*Cases offered diversion, mediation or RJ are not available data points in in JUSTICE. All cases filed in adult
court and transferred to juvenile court overlapped with cases that were filed in adult court as a misdemeanor or
infraction; as such, they were omitted from analysis

2015

Number of charges
Sealed

Total Number of
charges

Sealed
(%)

Dismissed or Dropped

Offered Diversion, mediation, or RJ

Filed in Juv. Court

Filed in Adult Court (M or I)

Filed in Adult Court and Transferred to
Juv. Court

Total

2016

Number of charges
Sealed

Total Number of
charges

Sealed
(%)

Dismissed or Dropped

100%

Offered Diversion, mediation, or RJ

Filed in Juv. Court

Filed in Adult Court (M or I)

Filed in Adult Court and Transferred to
Juv. Court

Total

2017

Number of charges
Sealed

Total Number of
charges

Dismissed or Dropped

Offered Diversion, mediation, or RJ

Filed in Juv. Court

Filed in Adult Court (M or )

Filed in Adult Court and Transferred to
Juv. Court

Total

2018

Number of charges
Sealed

Total Number of
charges

Sealed
(%)

Dismissed or Dropped

Offered Diversion, mediation, or RJ

Filed in Juv. Court

Filed in Adult Court (M or I)

Filed in Adult Court and Transferred to
Juv. Court

Total
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2019

Number of charges
Sealed

Total Number of
charges

Dismissed or Dropped

Offered Diversion, mediation, or RJ

Filed in Juv. Court

Filed in Adult Court (M or )

Filed in Adult Court and Transferred to
Juv. Court

Total
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Hispanic youth are over-represented in chronic absenteeism compared to the county population
and school population. Other race/ethnicities are too small to include.

The county had higher 504 plans in 2016-2017 school year — frequencies were too small in
other years to report but the county may know if trends were present before or since. Limited
English proficiency is higher than the state average across all years but shows a declining
trend.

10" graders report the most mental health and substance use issues; 10" graders have greater
loss of sleep from worry, alcohol use and binge drinking, and tobacco and vaping as compared
to the state. 12" graders report greater alcohol use, binge drinking, and tobacco use as
compared to the state average; vaping is high amongst seniors here and statewide. 12"
graders report being very hopeful!

There is a high proportion of 10" graders that report gang involvement.

Crime has decreased in the county for all age groups and for juveniles from 2018 to 2019. The
frequency for 2019 was 0 so it is difficult to make any conclusions for juvenile crime trends.
Examining adult/all ages crime trends can assist in understanding crime trends generally.

JJI did not have risk assessment scores for diversion from the 2015-2017 assessment
evaluation to include. If the county is not using a validated assessment tool, then it should begin
doing so (there will be a statewide tool coming in Jul